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CITY OF IONIA

CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
6:30 PM, Wednesday, August 6, 2025
IONIA CITY HALL - COUNCIL CHAMBERS

CALL TO ORDER
Mayor John Milewski called the meeting of the Ionia City Council to order at 6:31 PM.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Mayor John Milewski led everyone present with the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL

Roll call revealed a Quorum with Councilmembers Margot Cook, Brenda Cowling, Tom Millard,
Richard Starr, Jeff Winters, Troy Waterman, Mary Patrick, and Mayor John Milewski present.
Councilmember Tim Lee was absent.

Councilmember Starr made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Winters, to excuse
Councilmember Tim Lee's absence.
MOTION CARRIED BY VOICE VOTE.

I. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
With no changes or additions, Councilmember Patrick made a motion, seconded by

Councilmember Cowling, to approve the agenda as presented.
MOTION CARRIED BY VOICE VOTE.

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

(I1.1.) July 2, 2025 — Regular Meeting

Minutes from the regular meeting of July 2 were reviewed. Councilmember Cook made a motion
seconded by Councilmember Millard, to approve the July 2, 2025, meeting minutes as presented.
MOTION CARRIED BY VOICE VOTE.

ol

III. PROCLAMATIONS

(II1.1.) Proclamation Celebrating the Grand Reopening of Hale Park
Proclamation Celebrating the Grand Reopening of Hale Park

WHEREAS, public parks are a cornerstone of vibrant communities, providing spaces for
recreation, connection, and the enjoyment of residents and visitors of all ages; and

WHEREAS, Hale Park, located at the northeast corner of Division Street and Lincoln Avenue,
has long served as a gathering place for the community; and



WHEREAS, in recognition of the park’s importance, the City of Ionia undertook a major
renovation to update and improve Hale Park, resulting in a revitalized outdoor space featuring off-
street parking, a modern playground, a picnic pavilion, renovated restrooms, and upgraded
basketball courts; and

WHEREAS, this transformative project was made possible through the support of a $382,000
Land and Water Conservation Grant, which was matched by $497,802 in City funds; and

WHEREAS, the reopening of Hale Park represents the City’s continued investment in enhancing
quality of life, promoting healthy lifestyles, and fostering community pride; and

WHEREAS, the City of Ionia recognizes the efforts of the City staff, contractors, and community
partners who contributed to the successful completion of this project;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED, that I, John Milewski, Mayor of the City of
Ionia, do hereby declare Tuesday, July 29, 2025, as a day of celebration for the grand reopening of
Hale Park to honor this renewed space and the shared commitment to creating a vibrant future for
our community.

IV. PUBLIC COMMENTS
None.

V. PUBLIC HEARINGS AND ASSOCIATED ACTION

(V.1.) Public Hearing to receive comments on Ordinance No. 595 - An ordinance to
amend Chapters 606, 804, 1020 and 1062 regarding alcoholic beverages

Mayor Milewski opened the public hearing for comments on Ordinance No. 595 at 6:36 PM and
subsequently closed the public hearing at 6:37 PM following no public comments.

Councilmember Cook made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Millard, to conduct a second
reading and adopt Ordinance No. 595 to amend Part Six, Chapter 606, Section 606.01 entitled
"Open Containers"; Part Eight, Title Two, Chapter 804 entitled "Sidewalk Cafés"; Part Ten, Title
Two, Chapter 1020. Section 1020.17 entitled "Parades and Promotions; Closure of Streets"; and
Part Ten, Title Six, Chapter 1062, Section 1062.13 entitled "Alcoholic Beverages" of the Codified
Ordinances of the City of Ionia.

Roll Call Vote:
Ayes: Margot Cook, Brenda Cowling, John Milewski, Tom Millard, Richard Starr, Jeff Winters,
Troy Waterman, Mary Patrick
Nays: None
Abstentions: None
MOTION CARRIED

CITY OF IONIA
IONIA COUNTY, MICHIGAN
Ordinance No. 595



AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND PART SIX, CHAPTER 606, SECTION 606.01 ENTITLED
“OPEN CONTAINERS”; PART EIGHT, TITLE TWO, CHAPTER 804 ENTITLED
“SIDEWALK CAFES”; PART TEN, TITLE TWO, CHAPTER 1020, SECTION 1020.17
ENTITLED “PARADES AND PROMOTIONS; CLOSURE OF STREETS”; AND PART
TEN, TITLE SIX, CHAPTER 1062, SECTION 1062.13 ENTITLED “ALCOHOLIC
BEVERAGES” OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF IONIA.

THE CITY OF IONIA HEREBY ORDAINS:

Section 1. Amendment of Section 606.01.

That Part Six, Chapter 606, Section 606.01 entitled “Open Containers” of the Codified Ordinances of the
City of lonia, is amended to read in its entirety as follows:

606.01 OPEN CONTAINERS.

(a) Transportation or Possession in Vehicles. No person shall transport or possess any alcoholic liquor in
a container which is open or uncapped, or upon which the seal is broken, within the passenger
compartment of a vehicle on any street or highway. If the vehicle does not have a trunk or compartment
separate from the passenger compartment, a container which is open, uncapped, or upon which the seal is
broken, shall be encased or enclosed. This section shall not apply to any chartered passenger vehicle
licensed by the Michigan Public Service Commission.

(b) Possession in Other Places. No person shall be inside or outside of a motor vehicle upon any public
park, grounds or street, or upon any vacant land not owned by such person, in any parking lot, or in any
non-residential building (other than a bar, tavern or eating establishment which has been duly licensed by
the State of Michigan for serving alcoholic beverages for consumption on the premises), having in such
person's possession an open receptacle or container containing any alcoholic beverage, except as follows:.

(1e) Special Permit. Fhis-seetion-shallnetapply-te-anyAny person who is a participant in an event
for which a special permit for alcohol possession or consumption has been issued by the City

Manager, pursuant to Section 1062.07, Section 1020.17, or similar section. A "participant” is a
person who has been invited to the event for which a special permit for alcohol possession or
consumption has been issued, is allowed on the property swhieh-that is subject to the special permit
for the purpose of attending the event, or is associated with the individual, club, organization or
association whieh-that received the special permit. A pParticipant shall not include any person
who has been asked to leave the event by the club, organization or association whiech-that received
the special permit; or-

(2) Social District. Any person who possesses or consumes alcoholic beverages within a
designated area within the boundaries of the City’s established Social District, and such activity
complies with all applicable provisions of state law, the rules and regulations of the Michigan
Liquor Control Commission, and the City’s approved Social District Marketing, Management,
and Maintenance Plan.

Section 2. Amendment of Chapter 804.




That Part Eight, Title Two, Chapter 804 entitled “Sidewalk Cafés” of the Codified Ordinances of the City
of lonia, is amended to read in its entirety as follows:

CHAPTER 804
Sidewalk Cafés

804.01 Definitions.

804.02 Licensing required.
804.03 Licensing procedure.
804.04 General standards.
804.05 Operating standards.
804.06 Revocation.

804.99 Penalty.

804.01 DEFINITIONS.

Unless the context specifically indicates otherwise, the meanings of the terms used in this chapter shall be
as follows:

(a) "City manager" shall mean the City Manager of the City or his or her designee.

(b) "Sidewalk" shall mean the paved surface provided for the exclusive use of pedestrians in the public
right-of-way and situated between and extending from any building to the curb of any street (excluding
therefrom any unpaved area).

(c) "Sidewalk café" shall mean an outdoor dining area located on a public sidewalk that is public through
an easement, dedication, or right-of-way; that provides wait staff service or counter service; that contains
readily removable tables and chairs. It is unenclosed by fixed walls and is open to the air, except that it
may have umbrellas.

(d) "Sidewalk café district" shall mean the area in which a business owner may operate a sidewalk café.
The district shall consist of Depot Street (Adams Street to Washington Street); Kidd Street (Adams Street
to Washington Street); Main Street (Dexter Street to Kidd Street); and, Steele Street (Adams Street to
Washington Street).

(e) ““Social District” shall mean a geographic area designated by the City Council in which multiple
licensed establishments (e.g., bars, restaurants) with Social District Permits, as required by the Michigan
Liquor Control Commission, may sell alcoholic beverages in specially marked containers to be consumed
within a contiguous commons area.

804.02 LICENSING REQUIRED.

No person shall operate a sidewalk café within the City without first obtaining a sidewalk café license and
satisfying all of the requirements of this chapter.

804.03 LICENSING PROCEDURE.

(a) The City Manager is authorized to issue a revocable seasonal license to operate a sidewalk café within
the sidewalk café district, provided the applicant has complied with the standards set forth in this chapter.



(b) The applicant must held-a-va 3 : 4
and-be licensed as a food service estabhshment in accordance with Pubhc Act 92 of 2000 as amended
from time to time, and other applicable sState and county food service licensing requirements_prior to
applying for a sidewalk café license.-

(c) Before issuing a license, the City Manager shall confirm with the City Treasurer and County Treasurer
that the applicant is up-to-date with all income tax, personal property tax and real property tax payments.

(d) The seasonal license shall permit operation of a sidewalk café from April 1 up to and including
October 31 of any calendar year. A license may also be issued for less than a full season or for a stipulated
number of operating days.

(e) The fees for a license, if any, shall be those fees set by the City Council by resolution or ordinance
from time-to-time. If a fee is established, no license shall be issued until all fees have been paid.

(f) The applicant shall indemnify and hold harmless the City against loss, including costs and expenses,
resulting from injury to person(s) or property occurring on the premises occupied by the café. The
applicant shall provide a certificate of insurance as evidence of the required policy to the City, and name
the City as an additional named insured, in the amount of not less than one million dollars ($1,000,000).

(g) Application and site plan.

(1) No sidewalk café shall be established on public property except in conformance with a site plan
approved by the City Manager.

(2) The application for a sidewalk café license-whieh shall at minimum include the following:

A. Name of the individual and business;

B. Address of the sidewalk occupancy;

C. -Property owner information, if other than applicant (if-netthe-ewner,-written authorization for
submitting the application from the property owner is required);

D. Dates and hours of occupancy;

E. Dimensions and area of occupancy (in square feet);

F. Indication if the application is a new application or a renewal.

(h)  Prior to acting on an application, the City Manager shall solicit the input of the Community
PevelopmentPireetor-DDA Director, Public Safety Director, Public Works Director and any other City
staff determined necessary. Upon receivingselieiting input, the City Manager may approve, approve with
conditions, refer the application back to the applicant for modification, or deny the request. If the
application is denied, the applicant may appeal the denial in writing to the City Council within 14 days of
the denial.

(i) Sidewalk café licenses may be renewed for additional seasons subject to review by the City Manager.

804.04 GENERAL STANDARDS.



(a) The sidewalk café shall not reduce the pedestrian travel area of any sidewalk to less than that required
by the Americans with Disabilities Act. The pedestrian travel area shall not include trees, benches, bushes,
walls, fire hydrants, tree grates or any other fixture permanently located within the right-of-way.

(b) The sidewalk café shall not impede on a fire hydrant, utility box, or other public service facility.
(c) Sidewalk cafés shall only be located adjacent to the establishment with which they are associated.

(d) Furnishings of a sidewalk café shall be limited solely to umbrellas, chairs, tables and trash containers
within the permitted area. All objects shall be of quality construction and design to ensure the safety and
convenience of users and to enhance the visual and aesthetic quality of downtown. No furnishings shall
be attached to the sidewalk, street trees, light pole or any structure.

(e) Furniture or other items used in connection with the sidewalk café shall be placed on the sidewalk no
more than thirty minutes prior to the opening of the business and shall be removed within thirty minutes
after the closing of the business.

(f) Signs, banners, flags, pennants, balloons, blow-ups or other similar decorations or advertising devices
are prohibited. Umbrellas may contain the name of the business or other advertising so long as the product
being advertised is utilized by the business.

(g) All food preparation shall be performed inside the business. No outside storage of food is permitted
including hot or cold buffet tables.

(h) Sidewalk café areas shall remain clear of litter, food scraps, and soiled dishes at all times. The business
shall clean the entire area of encroachment and all other adjacent sidewalk areas bye removing debris and
trash, and sweeping and washing the sidewalk each day.

(i) Operation of a sidewalk café¢ shall not adversely impact adjacent or nearby residential, religious,
educational or commercial properties, and shall be operated in accordance with all applicable codes and
regulations.

() Electric powered lights shall not be used for the sidewalk café. The use of tabletop candles is permitted.
(k) Music, either acoustical or via external building speakers, is permitted but shall be kept at such a level
so as to not interfere with the activities of neighboring businesses or residences. Music shall also be kept
at such a level as to comply in all respects with the provisions of other applicable ordinances.

804.05 OPERATING STANDARDS.

(a) SAH-sidewalk cafés shall not begin sales or service before 6:00 a.m.-each-merning and shall cease
sales or service by 9:0010:00 p.m.-each-night

(b) —Alcohol-shall-net-be-sold-orconsumed-at-a-sidewalkeafé. Alcohol Sales, Service and Consumption:

(D A restaurant/bar establishment with a sidewalk café may sell and serve alcohol at a sidewalk café
if that area is within the scope of the establishment’s Michigan Liquor Control Commission liquor license
for on-premises sales and consumption.




2) A restaurant/bar establishment with a sidewalk café that is not within the scope of the
establishment’s Michigan Liquor Control Commission liquor license for on premises consumption, may
not sell or serve alcohol at the sidewalk café. However, if such sidewalk café is located within the City’s
designated Social District, establishments with liquor licenses may sell alcohol from inside the premises
for customers to remove the alcohol from the premises to be consumed in the Social District’s commons
area.

(c) The sidewalk café permit for each business shall be prominently-displayed-and-displayedin-aloecation
which-shall-be-viewed-easilyavailable for inspection by the general public.

804.06 REVOCATION.

(a) The City Manager shall be authorized to revoke a sidewalk café license granted per this chapter if the
City Manager determines that, in his or her reasonable discretion, revocation of the license is in the best
interests of the general health, safety, and welfare of the city residents or if with-er-witheutjust-cause-or

explanationupon—therecommendation—of-any of the City departments that participated in the license

review process makes the same determination and recommends that the City Manager revoke the license.
The City Manager may also revoke a sidewalk café license exfor non-payment of fees or charges owed to

the City or County._All revocations under this section shall be in writing with the reasons set forth therein
and issued to the license holder.

(b) Upon revocation of a license, the licensee shall immediately cease operation or any use of the
encroachment upon written-er-eral notice by the City Manager or his or her representative. All furnishings
and fixtures shall be immediately removed from the sidewalk café.

(c) The licensee may appeal the revocation to the City Council within 14 days of the revocation, however,
until action is taken by the City Council regarding the appeal the license shall remain revoked.

804.99 PENALTY.

Any person who operates a sidewalk café outside of the sidewalk café district, or any person who operates
a sidewalk café within the sidewalk café district without a license or who violates any of the standards or
operating provisions contained in this chapter shall be responsible forguitty-ef a municipal civil infraction,
punishable per the provisions of Section 202.99 of these Codified Ordinances. A second violation event
within the license period shall result in the immediate termination of the license agreement for the
remainder of the license period.

Section 3. Amendment of Section 1020.17.

That Part Ten, Title Two, Chapter 1020, Section 1020.17 entitled “Parades and Promotions; Closure of
Streets” of the Codified Ordinances of the City of lonia, is amended to read in its entirety as follows:

1020.17 PARADES AND PROMOTIONS; CLOSURE OF STREETS.



(a) Any person, individual, club, organization or association (the “applicant”) seeking to hold a parade
or other promotional event (the “event”) on any “street,” as that term is defined in this Chapter, shall notify
the City and receive a permit for such event. The applicant shall provide the necessary information for
justifying closure of a street or streets with the final action subject to approval by the City Manager. In the
case of major streets, closure shall be limited and emergency access provided to abutting properties at all
times.

(b) In addition to the requirements of Subsection (a), above, an applicant that-intendings to allow
participants—to-pessess-or-consumethe sale or consumption of alcoholic beverages outside of the City’s
Social District, during the event, must file an application for a "special permit;" asrequired-under-Seetion
606-01(e)—with the Director of Public Safety, and pay an additional application fee at City Hall, as
established from time to time by the City Council. The application for the special permit must provide the
followingdesignate;—ameng—eother-information, (1) the expected number of participants, (2) the hours
during which alcoholic beverages will be served during the event, (3) the hours during which alcoholic
beverages will be allowed to be possessed or consumed during the event, and (4) the methods used to
prevent possession or consumption by minors and non-participants. The Director of Public Safety shall
then submit a recommendation regarding the approval of the application for the special permit to the City
Manager. Upon receipt of the apphcatlon and recommendatlon the Clty Manager may approve or deny
the special permit. Ne ASUMpHon § 3%
ha%ng—a—hkghey—a}eeheh&een{eﬂpﬂaaﬁ—%ha{—ef—beeke%m addltlon to the apphcatlon fee, the Clty
Manager may require reimbursement for law enforcement and other City services related to the event. The
method of collecting and calculating this fee shall be described in the special permit. All events approved
for a special permit under this subsection must comply with all permitting requirements and rules and
regulations of the Michigan Liquor Control Commission.

If an event does not receive a special permit for alcohol, the possession and consumption of any alcoholic
beverages must occur within the designated area within the boundaries of the City’s established Social
District, and such activity must comply with all applicable provisions of state law, the rules and regulations

of the Michigan Liquor Control Commission, and the City’s approved Social District Marketing,
Management, and Maintenance Plan.

(c) If an application for a permit or special permit submitted under this section is denied by the City
Manager, within 14 days of the denial, the applicant may appeal to the City Council, which shall have
ultimate authority for issuance.

Section 4. Amendment of Section 1062.13.

That Part Ten, Title Six, Chapter 1062, Section 1062.13 entitled “Alcoholic Beverages™ of the Codified
Ordinances of the City of Ionia, is amended to read in its entirety as follows:

1062.13 ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES.

No person shall possess or consume any alcoholic beverage in a City park, except as follows:




(a) The individual is a “participant,” as defined in Section 606.01. in an event for which an
individual, or a club, organization or association has received a special permit for alcoholic
possession or consumption, as permitted in this Code of Ordinances, and such possession or
consumption complies with all applicable provisions of state law, the rules and regulations of the
Michigan Liquor Control Commission; or

(b) When the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages occurs within a designated area
of a City park that lies within the boundaries of the City’s established Social District, and such
activity complies with all applicable provisions of state law, the rules and regulations of the
Michigan Liquor Control Commission, and the City’s approved Social District Marketing,
Management, and Maintenance Plan.

Section 5. Repealer

That all ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are repealed to the extent of such conflict.

Section 6. Severability.
Should any section, portion or part of this Ordinance be declared to be invalid by a court of competent
jurisdiction, such declaration does not void or render inoperable any other part of this Ordinance.

Section 7. Publication and Effective Date

The City Clerk shall cause a notice of adoption of this ordinance to be published. This ordinance shall take
effect immediately upon publication of a summary thereof as permitted by law, along with the date of its
adoption, in the Daily News, a newspaper of general circulation in the City.

VI. COMMUNICATIONS

(VI.1.) Request from Restore Church for street closure with mobile food vending unit for
"Back to Church Pancake Breakfast'" - September 21, 2025

Councilmember Starr made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Cowling, to approve the
application for street closure with mobile food vending units, for September 21, 2025, in
conjunction with the Back to Church Pancake Breakfast, contingent upon staff final approval.

Roll Call Vote:
Ayes: Margot Cook, Brenda Cowling, John Milewski, Tom Millard, Richard Starr, Jeff Winters,
Troy Waterman, Mary Patrick
Nays: None
Abstentions: None
MOTION CARRIED

VII. CITY MANAGER'S REPORT

(VIL.1.) Final Site Condominium Review for the Homes of Heritage Row Condominiums
Located at 520 E. Washington Street



City Manager Garland presented the Homes of Heritage Row Condominium project located at 520
E. Washington Street for a final site condominium review by City Council. The site plan, Master
Deed, Bylaws, and a review of the applicable standards from the City's Planning Consultant were
provided. Garland indicated that the Ionia Planning Commission recommended the project for
approval by City Council with a number of conditions which she described.

Patrick Kapenga and David Bengston of Ionia Development Co, LLC answered questions from
Councilmembers regarding the proposed development of 14 single-family homes.

Councilmember Winters made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Waterman, to approve the
final site condominium plan for the Homes of Heritage Row Condominiums for 520 E.
Washington Street, based on the findings that the proposed use and plan comply with Chapter
1272 Site Condominiums and Chapter 1224 Preliminary Plat Application and Review Procedures
of the City of Ionia Code of Ordinances, as detailed and discussed, subject to the following
conditions and approval by staff of all outstanding items.

1. The owner shall install one deciduous street tree in the parkway in front of each unit along
E. Washington Street and shall do the same or preserve the existing street trees located
along Lafayette Street. The trees must be at least a 2-inch caliper in trunk diameter at the
time of planting and be maintained to ensure that any dead or dying trees are promptly
replaced, as appropriate.

2. All damaged City sidewalks will be replaced to City specifications and approved by the City.

3. The applicant must finalize the Master Deed with the City Attorney after final site
condominium approval review by the City Council. The City Attorney must approve the
Master Deed before the applicant files it at the Ionia County Register of Deeds. It shall
include the updated final site plan as Exhibit B in the Master Deed Document.

4. All approvals from any other local, state, or federal approving agencies must be received
before the finalization of the condominium.

5. Coordination with the City of Ionia Department of Public Utilities regarding the
abandonment of the water main crossing the western portion of the property.

6. Recording of the Condominium with the County Register of Deeds.

Roll Call Vote:
Ayes: Margot Cook, Brenda Cowling, John Milewski, Tom Millard, Richard Starr, Jeff Winters,
Troy Waterman, Mary Patrick
Nays: None
Abstentions: None
MOTION CARRIED

(VIL.2.) Release of the City of Ionia Master Plan for 63-day Public Review Period
Councilmember Starr made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Winters, to release the
provided City of Tonia 2025-2030 Master Plan for the required 63-day public review period.

Roll Call Vote:
Ayes: Margot Cook, Brenda Cowling, John Milewski, Tom Millard, Richard Starr, Jeff Winters,
Troy Waterman, Mary Patrick
Nays: None
Abstentions: None
MOTION CARRIED
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(VIL.3.) Schedule Public Hearing - License Agreements regarding Wellhouse #5 Property
City Manager Garland explained that City staff have been made aware of encroachments on the
Wellhouse #5 parcel by surrounding private property owners. She presented a license agreement
prepared by the City Attorney for City Council's consideration.

Councilmember Winters made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Millard, to schedule a public
hearing on Wednesday, September 3, 2025, at 6:30 PM for the purpose of receiving comments on
the proposed Wellhouse #5 license agreement.

Roll Call Vote:
Ayes: Margot Cook, Brenda Cowling, John Milewski, Tom Millard, Richard Starr, Jeff Winters,
Troy Waterman, Mary Patrick
Nays: None
Abstentions: None
MOTION CARRIED

(VIL.4.) Fishbeck Engineering Professional Services Agreement

Mayor Milewski made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Cook, to approve the Fishbeck
Engineering Professional Services Agreement and houtly rate schedule effective June 8, 2025, with
the 4% discount to the City as noted.

Roll Call Vote:
Ayes: Margot Cook, Brenda Cowling, John Milewski, Tom Millard, Richard Starr, Jeff Winters
Troy Waterman, Mary Patrick
Nays: None
Abstentions: None
MOTION CARRIED

b

(VIL.5.) Hot Patch Trailer Replacement Project

Councilmember Winters made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Millard, to approve the
purchase of a new Two-Ton Roadsaver Asphalt Trailer, Non-Dumping (2TRS) model from
Spaulding Mfg. Inc. of Saginaw, Michigan for the MI-DEAL price of $36,179, less the offered
$2,000 trade-in, resulting in a net purchase price of $34,179.

Roll Call Vote:
Ayes: Margot Cook, Brenda Cowling, John Milewski, Tom Millard, Richard Starr, Jeff Winters,
Troy Waterman, Mary Patrick
Nays: None
Abstentions: None
MOTION CARRIED

(VIL.6.) Sidewalk Replacement Project Bids

Councilmember Cook made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Cowling, to accept the bid
from Distinctive Concrete LLC from Jenison, Michigan for the 2025 Sidewalk Improvement
project, which will be paid in accordance with Resolution 2025-10 (75% homeowner/25% City of
Tonia).
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Roll Call Vote:
Ayes: Margot Cook, Brenda Cowling, John Milewski, Tom Millard, Richard Starr, Jeff Winters,
Troy Waterman, Mary Patrick
Nays: None
Abstentions: None
MOTION CARRIED

(VIL.7.) MML Workers Compensation Fund - Trustee Election
City Manager Garland presented the following candidate list for Council's consideration to the
MML Workers' Compensation Fund Board of Trustees.

Candidate Title Municipality

Brian Boggs City City of Durand
Councilmember

Maureen Mayor City of Midland

Donker

Craig Village Manager Village of

Stolsonburg Middleville

Deborah Stuart | City Manager City of Mason

Councilmember Winters made a motion, seconded by Mayor Milewski, to cast a ballot for all
nominated Trustee candidates, as listed above, to serve on the MML Workers” Compensation Fund
for a four (4) year term beginning October 1, 2025.

Roll Call Vote:
Ayes: Margot Cook, Brenda Cowling, John Milewski, Tom Millard, Richard Starr, Jeff Winters,
Troy Waterman, Mary Patrick
Nays: None
Abstentions: None
MOTION CARRIED

(VIL.8.) MML Annual Meeting - Designation of Voting Delegates

Councilmember Starr made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Waterman, to designate Mayor
John Milewski as its voting delegate and City Manager Precia Garland as alternate voting delegate
on behalf of the City of Ionia, for purposes of participating in the MML Annual Meeting, to be
held on September 17.

Roll Call Vote:
Ayes: Margot Cook, Brenda Cowling, John Milewski, Tom Millard, Richard Starr, Jeff Winters,
Troy Waterman, Mary Patrick
Nays: None
Abstentions: None
MOTION CARRIED

VIII. APPOINTMENTS
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None.

IX. CITY DEPARTMENT REPORTS AND MINUTES FROM BOARDS AND
COMMISSIONS

(IX.1.) Accounts Payable
August 7 - Councilmember Winters and/or Councilmember Cook
August 21 - Councilmember Patrick and/or Councilmember Waterman

(IX.2.) July Reports & Minutes
Written department reports and minutes from various City boards and commissions were provided
to Council.

X. GOOD OF THE ORDER/ CITY COUNCILMEMBER COMMENTS

City Clerk Jonathan Bowman: Announced upcoming Election Commission meetings related to
the November 4, 2025, election.

City Manager Precia Garland: Commented on summer going by too quickly.

Tom Millard: (1) Reminded everyone of the Commission on Aging's Elvis event on August 10; (2)
Mentioned the upcoming Triple | Car Show at the Fairgrounds on August 16; (3) Commented that
he was heading to Mississippi to meet his great-grandson.

Jeff Winters: Thanked City Manager Garland for the work associated with the improvements to
Hale Park.

Mary Patrick: Commended City staff for all the projects going on for the City.

Brenda Cowling: Commented that she is happy to have her daughter visiting her.

Mayor John Milewski: (1) Noted that school starts August 20; (2) Announced that a soft-launch
of the Discover Ionia Social District would be coming soon, due to the faster-than-expected state
approval.

XI. CLOSED SESSION
None.

XII. ADJOURNMENT

Councilmember Millard made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Starr, to adjourn.
MOTION CARRIED BY VOICE VOTE.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:21 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,

Jonathan T. Bowman
Tonia City Clerk
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