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CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

6:30 PM, Wednesday, July 2, 2025 
IONIA CITY HALL - COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

CALL TO ORDER 
Deputy Mayor Richard Starr called the meeting of the Ionia City Council to order at 6:30 PM. 
  

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Deputy Mayor Richard Starr led everyone present with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
  

 

OATH OF OFFICE 
City Clerk Jonathan Bowman administered the Oath of Office to newly appointed Ward 3 
Councilmember Mary Patrick. 
  

 

ROLL CALL 
Roll call revealed a Quorum with Councilmembers Margot Cook, Brenda Cowling, Tim Lee, Tom 
Millard, Richard Starr, Jeff Winters, and Mary Patrick present. Mayor John Milewski and 
Councilmember Troy Waterman were absent. 
 
Councilmember Starr made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Cowling, to excuse Mayor 
Milewski's absence.   
MOTION CARRIED BY VOICE VOTE. 
 
Councilmember Starr made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Winters, to excuse 
Councilmember Waterman's absence. 
MOTION CARRIED BY VOICE VOTE. 
  

 

I. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
With no changes or additions, Councilmember Millard made a motion, seconded by 
Councilmember Cowling, to approve the agenda as presented.   
MOTION CARRIED BY VOICE VOTE. 
  

 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
  

 

(II.1.)  June 4, 2025 – Regular Meeting 
Minutes from the regular meeting of June 4, 2025, were reviewed. Councilmember Winters made a 
motion, seconded by Councilmember Lee, to approve the June 4, 2025, meeting minutes as 
presented.   
MOTION CARRIED BY VOICE VOTE. 

  
 

(II.2.)  June 24, 2025 - Special Meeting 
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Minutes from the special meeting of June 24, 2025, were reviewed. Councilmember Cowling made 
a motion, seconded by Councilmember Cook, to approve the June 24, 2025, special meeting 
minutes as presented.   
MOTION CARRIED BY VOICE VOTE. 

  
 

III. PROCLAMATIONS 
None. 
  

 

IV. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Ionia County Commissioner Gordon Kelley of 931 W. Main Street provided an Ionia County 
update to City Council on the courthouse renovations, personnel changes, and the M-66 Corridor 
Committee. He also announced a plan to include a new non-motorized shared use pathway 
maintained by Ionia Township as part of the M-66 road project. 
  

 

V. PUBLIC HEARINGS AND ASSOCIATED ACTION 
  

 

(V.1.)  Public Hearing to receive comments on Ordinance No. 594 - Chapter 1276: Site Plan 
Review 
Deputy Mayor Starr opened the public hearing for comments on Ordinance No. 594 at 6:46 PM 
and subsequently closed the public hearing at 6:46 PM following no comments. 
 
Councilmember Lee made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Millard, to approve Ordinance 
No. 594, an ordinance to amend Part Twelve (Planning and Zoning Code), Title Six (Zoning), 
Chapter 1276 (Site Plan Review); Chapter 1289, Section 1289.08 (Medical Marihuana Facilities; 
Application and Processing Procedures); and Chapter 1290, Section 1290.09 (Adult Use Marihuana 
Establishments; Application and Processing Procedures); and Section 1289.08 and 1289.09 of the 
Codified Ordinances of the City of Ionia. 
 
Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Margot Cook, Brenda Cowling, Tim Lee, Tom Millard, Richard Starr, Jeff Winters, Mary 
Patrick 
Nays: None 
Abstentions: None 

MOTION CARRIED 
 

CITY OF IONIA 

IONIA COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

Ordinance No. 594 

 

At a regular meeting of City Council for the City of Ionia, Michigan held at City Hall on July 2, 2025, 

beginning at 6:30 P.M., City Councilmember Lee made a motion to adopt this Ordinance, which by motion 

was supported by Councilmember Millard.  

 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND PART TWELVE (PLANNING AND ZONING 

CODE), TITLE SIX (ZONING), CHAPTER 1276 (SITE PLAN REVIEW); 

CHAPTER 1289, SECTION 1289.08 (MEDICAL MARIHUANA FACILITIES; 

APPLICATION AND PROCESSING PROCEDURES); AND CHAPTER 1290, 

SECTION 1290.09 (ADULT USE MARIHUANA ESTABLISHMENTS; 
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APPLICATION AND PROCESSING PROCEDURES); AND SECTIONS 1289.08 

AND 1290.09 OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF IONIA.  

 

The CITY OF IONIA (the “City”) HEREBY ORDAINS: 

 

Section 1. Amendment to Part Twelve, Title Six, Chapter 1276. Part Twelve, Title Six, Chapter 1276 

“Site Plan Review” of the Codified Ordinances is hereby amended to read in its entirety as follows:  

 

Chapter 1276 

Site Plan Review 

 

1276.01   Purpose. 

1276.02   Site Pplan Rreview rRequired. 

1276.03   Approval Aauthority. 

1276.04   Application and Pprocedures. 

1276.05   Site Pplan Rreview. 

1276.06   Final Ssite Pplan Aapproval. 

1276.07   Standards for Aapproval. 

1276.08   Conditions of Aapproval. 

1276.09   Validity of Ffinal Ssite Pplans. 

1276.10   Performance Gguarantees. 

1276.11   Amendments to Aapproved Ssite pPlan. 

1276.12   Expansion of Eexisting Uuse, Sstructure or Bbuilding. 

 

1276.01 PURPOSE. 

 

The purposes of site plan review are to determine compliance with the provisions of this Zoning 

Code; to promote the orderly development of the City; to prevent the depreciation of land value 

through uses or structures which do not give proper attention to siting or area protection; and to 

provide consultation and cooperation between the applicant and the City Planning Commission 

in order that applicants may accomplish their objectives in the utilization of their land within 

the regulations of this Zoning Code and achieve the purposes of the City of Ionia Master 

Plan.The purpose of the Site Plan Review process is to ensure that new development and 

significant changes to existing sites are completed in a manner consistent with the City of 

Ionia’s Master Plan, Zoning Code, and applicable design standards. The review process aims to: 

promote orderly growth and development; protect the health, safety, and welfare of the 

community; ensure compatibility with surrounding land uses and neighborhoods; prevent the 

depreciation of land value; and provide opportunity for consultation and cooperation between 

the applicant and the City Planning Commission as related to the applicant’s objectives and 

compliance with the City’s regulations. 

 

1276.02 SITE PLAN REVIEW REQUIRED. 

 

A Prior to the issuance of any permits, a site plan shall be submitted for review and approval 

prior to the issuance of a building permit as follows:. 

(a)  Administrative Staff Review: The Zoning Administrator shall review the following site 

plans or may refer such plans to the Planning Commission. 

(1) Residential uses with up to three dwelling units. 

(2) Accessory dwelling units. 
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(3) Minor expansions of existing non-residential buildings or outdoor uses that are 

less than fifty percent (50%) of the current building’s size or land area occupied. 

(4) Accessory buildings that do not exceed fifty percent (50%) of the size of the 

largest principal building on the site. 

(5) A change in the use of a property that results in the need for additional parking. 

(b) Planning Commission Review: 

(1) Any new construction of a non-residential use. 

(2) New construction of residential uses with more than three dwelling units. 

(3) Special land uses, site condominiums, and planned unit developments (PUDs). 

(4) Expansion of an existing non-residential use or residential use with more than 

three dwelling units, where the increase is fifty percent (50%) or more of the 

existing building’s gross square footage or land area. For uses primarily outdoors, 

the expansion is determined by the increase in land area occupied. 

(5) A change in use or expansion resulting in significant alterations to site circulation, 

drainage, landscaping, lighting, and/or other considerations of site plan review, as 

determined by the Zoning Administrator. 

   (a)   Planning Commission Level. The Planning Commission shall review the following site 

plans: 

      (1)   Any new principal commercial, office, industrial, business or institutional use or a 

residential use having more than two dwellings. 

      (2)   Special land uses and planned unit developments. 

      (3)   Existing commercial, industrial, business or institutional uses and buildings or 

residential uses having more than two dwellings proposed to be increased in size fifty percent or 

more of the existing building or use. The existing size shall be determined by the gross square 

footage of an existing building, or if the principal use is primarily out of doors, then the land 

area occupied by the use shall be used to determine the existing size. 

      (4)   Accessory buildings which are more than fifty percent of the size of the largest 

principal building on site. 

   (b)   Staff Level. The Community Development Director shall review the following site plans 

or may refer such plans to the Planning Commission. 

      (1)   Expansion of an existing use or building which comprises less than fifty percent of a 

building or less than fifty percent of the land area occupied by a use which is principally 

outdoors. 

      (2)   A building which is accessory to the principal building if such accessory building is no 

more than one half of the size of the largest principal building on site. 

      (3)   A change in the use of a property which results in the need for more parking spaces. 

 

1276.03 APPROVAL AUTHORITY. 

 

The Planning Commission or Community Development DirectorZoning Administrator shall 

have the power to approve, deny, modify, or approve with conditions all site plans submitted 

under this Zoning Code. A building permit shall not be issued until a site plan has been 

approved as required herein. 

 

Review of site plans by the Community Development Directorthe Zoning Administrator or his 

or her designee shall be in accordance with the same procedures, requirements and standards 

used by the Planning Commission except that the number of site plan copies and the submittal 

date shall be subject to the discretion of the DirectorZoning Administrator. When review of a 

site plan is performed by the Zoning Administrator or his or her designee, references to the 
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“Planning Commission” in the Sections 1276.04 to 1276.12 shall be interpreted as references to 

the Zoning Administrator unless the context clearly indicates to the contrary. 

   

The Community Development DirectorZoning Administrator may waive specific site plan 

review submittal requirements if it is determined that such requirements are not relevant to the 

site plan under consideration. The Director Zoning Administrator shall keep a record of those 

items specifically waived and document reasons for the waiver. 

 

1276.04 APPLICATION AND PROCEDURES. 

 

An application for site plan review along with twelve four printed sets of the site plan and one 

electronic copy shall be submitted to the Community Development DirectorZoning 

Administrator in accordance with the submittal schedule established by the Planning 

Commission along with the fee as set by the City Council. The application shall at a minimum 

contain the following information: 

   (a)   The applicant’s name, address and phone number. 

   (b)   Proof that the applicant is the owner of the property or has a legal or financial interest in 

the property, such as a purchase agreement. 

   (c)   The name, address and phone number of the owner(s) of record if different than the 

applicant. 

   (d)   The address of the property. 

   (e)   A legal description of the property. 

   (f)   The current zoning. 

   (g)   A project description. 

   (h)   The size of the parcel in acres. 

   (i)   The signature of the applicant and the owner of the property. 

 

1276.05 SITE PLAN REVIEW. 

 

   (a)   Upon receipt of the site plan and application, the Community Development 

DirectorZoning Administrator shall forward copies to the Fire Department and the Department 

of Public Works, Public Safety, Public Utilities, and others as necessary for review and 

subsequent report to the Planning Commission. The Director Zoning Administrator shall send 

the application and site plan to members of the Planning Commission prior to the meeting at 

which it will be considered. 

(b)    (b)   A public hearing shall be held for each site plan considered by the Planning 

Commission. The public hearing shall comply with the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, 

PA 110 of 2006 as amended and the other provisions of this section with regard to public 

notification. 

(c)       (1)   Responsibility for public notice. The City Clerk, or his or her designee, shall be 

responsible for preparing the content of the public notice, having it published and mailed 

or delivered as provided in this section. 

(d)       (2)   Notice requirements. Notice of a public hearing for site plan review shall be 

given not less than fifteen days before the date of the public hearing. The notice shall be 

given as follows: 

(e)          A.   Newspaper notice. The notice shall be published in a newspaper that circulates 

in the City. 

(f)          B.   Mail and personal notice. The notice shall be sent by first class mail or personal 

delivery to: 
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(g)             1.   The owner of property for which approval is being considered, and the 

applicant, if different than the owner of the property. 

(h)             2.   Except for rezoning requests that are proposed for eleven (11) or more adjacent 

parcels, the notice shall be sent to all persons to whom property is assessed within three 

hundred (300) feet of the boundary of the property subject to the request, regardless of 

whether the property or occupant is located within the municipal boundaries of the City. If 

the name of the occupant is not known, the term "occupant" may be used in making 

notification. In the case of a single structure containing more than four (4) dwelling units 

or other distinct spatial areas owned or leased by different individuals, partnerships, 

businesses or organizations, notice may be given to the manager or owner of the structure 

who shall be requested to post the notice at the primary entrance to the structure. In 

structures containing four (4) or fewer dwelling units, only one (1) occupant of each unit 

must be given notice of the public hearing. 

(i)             3.   All neighborhood organizations, public utility companies, airports, railroads, 

and other persons, which have requested to receive notice pursuant to this section. 

(j)       (3)   Record of mailing. The City Clerk, or his or her designee, shall prepare an 

affidavit of mailing which shall include those to whom the notice was mailed and the date 

of mailing. 

(k)       (4)   Content of notice. The public notice shall: 

(l)          A.   Describe the nature of the request. 

(m)          B.   Indicate the property that is the subject of the request. The notice shall include a 

listing of all existing street addresses within the subject property. Street addresses do not 

need to be created and listed if no such addresses currently exist for the property. If there 

are no street addresses, other means of identified may be used, such as a tax parcel 

identification number, identifying the nearest cross streets, or including a map showing 

the location of the property. 

(n)          C.   Indicate the date, time and place of the public hearing. 

(o)          D.   Include a statement describing when and where written comments will be 

received concerning the request and a statement that the public may appear at the public 

hearing in person or by counsel. 

(p)       (5)   Registration to receive notice by mail. Any neighborhood organization, public 

utility company, railroad or any other person may register with the City Clerk to receive 

written notice of any public hearing held pursuant to Part Twelve, Planning and Zoning, 

of the City Code. 

(q)    (c)   Final site plans shall be drawn at a scale of not more than one inch to 100 feet and 

shall contain the following information unless specifically waived by the Planning 

Commission: 

(r)       (1)   The date on which the site plan was prepared. 

(s)       (2)   The name, address and professional seal of the architect, landscape architect, 

engineer or professional surveyor who prepared the plan. 

(t)       (3)   A north arrow and legal description based upon the most current survey. 

(u)       (4)   Property lines, dimensions, and building setback distances and all structures, lot 

lines and wetlands within 100 feet of the site. 

(v)       (5)   Existing and proposed topographic elevations at two-feet intervals on the site and 

to a distance of fifty feet outside the boundary lines of the site. 

(w)       (6)   Direction of storm water drainage and how storm water runoff will be handled as 

well as a statement describing where storm water will be ultimately discharged such as a 

creek, stream, lake or wetland. 
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(x)       (7)   Location of existing and proposed buildings, their intended use, the length, width 

and height of each building, and the square footage of each building. 

(y)       (8)   Location of abutting streets, rights-of-way, service drives, curb cuts, and access 

easements serving the site, as well as driveways opposite the site and driveways within 

100 feet on either side of the site. Also driveway width, curb radii and design of proposed 

deceleration lanes. 

(z)       (9)   Location and size of all water and sanitary sewer lines and storm drainage lines as 

well as fire hydrants and catch basins, and location of septic tanks and drainfields, and 

utility easements. 

(aa)       (10)   Location and type of all sidewalks, bike paths, and other walkways. 

(bb)       (11)   Location, type and size of any walls, fences or other screening devices. 

(cc)       (12)   Location of all proposed landscape materials, including size and type of 

plantings. 

(dd)       (13)   Location, size and height of all proposed accessory structures, flagpoles, 

storage sheds, transformers, dumpsters or trash removal areas or devices, and methods of 

screening, signs, and existing and proposed utility poles. Roof top or outdoor equipment 

shall also be indicated, including proposed methods of screening where appropriate. 

(ee)       (14)   Proposed parking areas and access drives showing the number and size of 

spaces and aisles, loading areas, handicapped access ramps, and the method of surfacing 

such areas. 

(ff)       (15)   Exterior lighting showing areas of illumination and type of fixtures as well as 

the method of shielding lights from adjacent properties and roadways. 

(gg)       (16)   Location and type of significant existing vegetation, watercourses, and water 

bodies, including County drains and man-made surface drainageways, floodplains, and 

wetlands. Vegetation which is to be retained on the site must be illustrated. 

(hh)       (17)   Location of existing and proposed slopes which are twenty percent or greater. 

(ii)       (18)   Zoning and land use on adjacent properties. 

(jj)       (19)   Location and specifications for any existing or proposed above or below ground 

storage facilities for any chemicals, salts, flammable materials, or hazardous materials as 

well as any containment structures or clear zones required by this Zoning Code or by State 

or Federal agencies. 

(kk)       (20)   The Planning Commission may request architectural elevation drawings of a 

building and cross-section drawings of the site. 

(ll)       (21)   Small-scale sketch of properties, streets and zoned uses of land within one-half 

mile of the site. 

(mm)    (d)   The final site plan for developments which have been proposed in phases shall 

generally conform to the approved preliminary plan. 

(nn)    (e)   The Planning Commission may require written statements relative to the effects 

on the existing traffic capacity of streets, and the proposed development’s impact on 

schools, existing utilities, the environment and natural features. 

(oo)    In addition, the Commission may request additional studies, graphics or other written 

materials from the applicant in order to assist in determining the appropriateness of the 

site plan. 

(b) Site Plan Requirements 

(1) Plan Preparation Details 

A. Preparation Date 

B. Name, address, and professional seal of the architect, landscape architect, 

engineer, or professional surveyor responsible for the plan 

C. Scale of no greater than 1:100 
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(2) Basic Site Information 

A. North arrow 

B. Legal description based on the most current survey 

C. Property boundaries with dimensions 

(3) Site and Surrounding Features 

A. Existing buildings and structures within 100 feet of the site 

B. Watercourses, water bodies, floodplains, wetlands, and man-made 

drainageways  

C. Significant vegetation, including retained trees, with location, size 

(diameter at breast height in inches), and common name. (e.g., northern 

pine, etc.) 

D. Topographic elevations at two-foot intervals for the site and up to 50 feet 

beyond the property lines 

E. Existing slopes of 20% or greater 

(4) Utility Infrastructure 

A. Existing water, sanitary sewer, and storm drainage lines or on-site facilities 

(e.g., detention basins), including catch basins, fire hydrants, utility poles, 

septic tanks, and drain fields 

B. Utility easements 

(5) Adjacent Properties 

A. Zoning and land use of neighboring properties 

B. Locations of nearby streets, rights-of-way, service drives, curb cuts, access 

easements, and driveways opposite of or within 100 feet of the site 

(6) Buildings and Structures 

A. Location, dimensions (i.e., length, width, height), square footage, setback 

distance, and intended use of all proposed buildings 

B. Location, size, height, and screening methods for accessory structures, 

flagpoles, storage sheds, dumpsters, utility poles, rooftop equipment, signs, 

and exterior equipment (e.g., silos, mechanical, tanks, etc.) 

(7) Parking and Access 

A. Layout of parking areas, showing the number and size of spaces, aisle 

dimensions, loading areas, and handicapped ramps. 

B. Driveway details, including width, curb radii, and deceleration lane design. 

C. Access points 

(8) Landscaping and Screening 

A. Location, type, and size of proposed landscaping materials 

B. Walls, fences, and other screening devices, with height and material 

specifications 

(9) Pathways and Connections 

A. Location, dimensions (i.e., width), and type of sidewalks, bike paths, and 

walkways 

(10) Lighting 

A. Location, specifications, and areas of illumination for all exterior lighting 

indicated on cut sheets and photometric plans to the extent of the property 

boundaries 

B. Shielding methods to minimize impacts on adjacent properties and 

roadways 

(11) Stormwater Management 
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A. All site drainage and details of stormwater runoff management shall meet 

the specifications of the Ionia County Drain Commissioner 

B. Stormwater calculations may be required to verify adequate planned 

infrastructure 

C. Proof of review and approval by the Ionia County Drain Commissioner, if 

requested by the Planning Commission  

(12) Hazardous Materials 

A. Location and specifications of storage facilities for chemicals, salts, 

flammable or hazardous materials 

B. Any required containment structures or clear zones in compliance with 

local, state, or federal regulations 

(13) Additional Requirements 

A. Proposed grading that will result in new slopes of 20% or greater 

B. Building elevation and cross-section drawings or floorplans, if requested 

by the Planning Commission 

C. Small-scale map showing properties, streets, and zoning uses within one-

half mile of the site 

D. Any other details as required by the Planning Commission to evaluate the 

site’s compliance with City standards 

 

1276.06 FINAL SITE PLAN APPROVAL. 

 

   (a)   The Planning Commission shall review the final site plan according to the general 

standards for site plan review as contained in this chapter and any other applicable regulations 

of this Zoning Code. Based on these standards and regulations, the Planning Commission shall 

approve, deny, or approve with conditions the final site plan. 

   (b)   If approved, the applicant shall revise the site plan as necessary and submit the final site 

plan to the Community Development DirectorZoning Administrator to ensure that all revisions 

as required by the Planning Commission have been made. 

   (c)   Upon approval of the final site plan, two copies of this plan shall be stamped as 

approved, dated, and signed by the Community Development DirectorZoning Administrator. 

One copy of the approved plan shall be retained by the applicant and one shall be retained by 

the Director Zoning Administrator as part of the building permit review process. 

   (d)   The Community Development DirectorZoning Administrator shall notify the Building 

Department for issueissuance of a building permit upon receipt of an approved final site plan, 

provided that all other applicable City regulations have been met including compliance with the 

Building and Housing Code. 

 

1276.07 STANDARDS FOR APPROVAL. 

 

(a) General Approval Criteria: Before approving a site plan, the Planning Commission must 

ensure compliance with the following standards. If all applicable standards and other City 

ordinances are met, the site plan shall be approved. 

(b) Access and Site Circulation 

(1) Buildings must be arranged to allow emergency vehicle access as required by the 

City’s Public Safety Department. 

(2) The Planning Commission may: 

A. Limit the number of driveways for a site. 

B. Require shared driveways between contiguous parcels. 
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C. Require parking lots on adjacent parcels to be connected. 

D. Align driveways opposite each other for improved traffic flow. 

(3) Public and private circulation routes must integrate with existing or planned 

streets, pedestrian paths, and bicycle routes. 

(4) Streets and drives that are part of an existing or planned street pattern serving 

adjacent development shall be of a condition appropriate to the traffic volume 

and type of traffic they will carry. 

(5) On-site maneuvering space for trucks must be provided so that loading areas do 

not interfere with public right-of-way. 

(c) Landscaping and Site Design 

(1) Landscaping must comply with the City’s landscape provisions. 

(2) The site design must consider: 

A. Topography 

B. Type and size of lot and buildings 

C. Character of adjoining property 

D. Adjoining properties to prevent negative impacts on their orderly 

development or improvement for uses in this Zoning Code 

(3) Natural features should be preserved where practical, with minimal removal of 

vegetation and alterations to topography. 

(4) Areas of natural drainage, such as wetlands, ponds, and swales, must be 

protected to maintain natural drainage patterns and habitats. 

(d) Privacy and Screening 

(1) The site plan must provide reasonable visual and sound privacy for all dwelling 

units through the use of fences, landscaping, and other barriers where necessary. 

(2) Outdoor storage and trash collection areas must comply with Chapter 1060 and 

be screened appropriately. 

(e) Pedestrian and Non-Motorized Transportation 

(1) In recognition that a connected sidewalk system along City streets enhances 

pedestrian safety and conserves energy through non-motorized transportation 

opportunities, sidewalks shall be required as determined by the Planning 

Commission and must comply with City of Ionia sidewalk standards, as detailed 

in the City’s Municipal Standards. 

(2) Factors for requiring sidewalks include: 

A. Existing and future pedestrian traffic near the site 

B. Ability to enhance pedestrian safety 

C. Traffic volume on adjacent streets 

D. Potential for a connected sidewalk network 

E. Proximity to pedestrian attractors (e.g., schools, public buildings, 

shopping areas) 

F. Location of the proposed use 

(f) Lighting 

(1) Exterior lighting shall be arranged so that illumination is deflected downward 

and away from adjacent properties and so that it does not interfere with the 

vision of motorists along adjacent streets. 

(2) Flashing or intermittent lights shall not be permitted. 

(3) Excessive lighting of buildings or structures shall be minimized to reduce light 

pollution. 

(g) Stormwater Management 
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(1) Stormwater drainage must be designed to prevent adverse impacts on 

neighboring properties and the public stormwater system. 

(2) Provisions must be made for: 

A. Erosion control, particularly during construction 

B. Dust prevention 

C. Retention/detention ponds, where necessary 

(3) Paved surfaces must be designed to prevent water pooling and maintain safe 

traffic flow. 

(4) The Planning Commission may require catch basins with oil filters to prevent 

contamination of natural drainage systems. 

(5) As deemed necessary, the Planning Commission may require the site plan to be 

reviewed by the Ionia County Drain Commissioner. 

(h) Compliance with Regulations 

(1) Site plans must comply with all applicable County, State, and Federal laws and 

regulations. 

(2) Final site plan approval and permits may be conditioned upon obtaining 

necessary permits from relevant agencies. 

   (a)   Prior to approving a site plan, the Planning Commission shall require that the following 

standards be satisfied. If these standards and the other requirements noted in this section or in 

other City ordinances are met, the site plan shall be approved. 

   (b)   The Planning Commission shall have the authority to limit the number of driveways for a 

site, to require that parking lots on contiguous parcels be connected, that driveways for 

contiguous parcels be shared, and that opposite driveways be directly aligned. 

   (c)   Landscaping shall be provided and designed in accordance with the City’s landscape 

provisions. 

   (d)   All elements of the site plan shall be designed to take into account the site’s topography, 

the size and type of lot, the character of adjoining property and the type and size of buildings. 

The site shall be developed so as not to impede the normal and orderly development or 

improvement of surrounding property for uses permitted in this Zoning Code. 

   (e)   The landscape shall be preserved in its natural state, insofar as practical, by removing 

only those areas of vegetation or by making those alterations to the topography which are 

reasonably necessary to develop the site in accordance with the requirements of this Zoning 

Code. A development shall respect the natural resources of the City. 

   (f)   Areas of natural drainage, such as swales, wetlands, ponds, or swamps, shall be protected 

and preserved insofar as practical in their natural state to provide areas for natural habitat, 

preserve drainage patterns and maintain the natural characteristics of the land. 

   (g)   The site plan shall provide reasonable visual and sound privacy for all dwelling units 

located therein. Fences, walks, barriers, and landscaping shall be used, as appropriate, to 

accomplish these purposes. 

   (h)   All buildings or groups of buildings shall be arranged so as to permit necessary 

emergency vehicle access as requested by the City Fire Department. 

   (i)   In recognition that a sidewalk system along City streets would enhance pedestrian safety 

and conserve energy through non-motorized transportation opportunities, sidewalks shall be 

required as determined by the Planning Commission during the site plan review process. 

Sidewalks, if required, shall be constructed in accordance with the City of Ionia sidewalk 

standards. Additions to or renovations of buildings, existing as of the effective date of this 

chapter, which require site plan review, shall be subject to the requirements herein. In 

determining the need for a sidewalk, the following criteria shall be considered: 

      (1)   The amount of current and future pedestrian traffic passing by the site. 
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      (2)   Whether a sidewalk would enhance the safety of pedestrians currently walking by the 

site as well as the safety of future pedestrians. 

      (3)   The existing and future volume of traffic on the street abutting the site. 

      (4)   The existence or probability of sidewalks being constructed on adjacent properties in 

order to create or complete a usable sidewalk system. 

      (5)   The location of the proposed use. 

      (6)   The location of pedestrian attractors such as schools, churches, public buildings, and 

shopping opportunities. 

   (j)   The arrangement of public or common ways for vehicular and pedestrian circulation shall 

be connected to existing or planned streets and pedestrian or bicycle pathways in the area. 

Streets and drives which are part of an existing or planned street pattern serving adjacent 

development shall be of a condition appropriate to the traffic volume and type of traffic they 

will carry. 

   (k)   Appropriate measures shall be taken to ensure that removal of surface waters will not 

adversely affect neighboring properties or the public storm water drainage system. Provisions 

shall be made to accommodate storm water, prevent erosion, particularly during construction, 

and prevent the formation of dust. The use of detention/retention ponds may be required. 

Surface water on all paved areas shall be collected at intervals so that it will not obstruct the 

flow of vehicular or pedestrian traffic or create puddles in paved areas. The Planning 

Commission may, in its discretion, require catch basins to contain oil filters or traps to prevent 

contaminants from being discharged to the natural drainage system. 

   (l)   Exterior lighting shall be arranged so that illumination is deflected away from adjacent 

properties and so that it does not interfere with the vision of the motorist along adjacent streets. 

Flashing or intermittent lights shall not be permitted. Excessive lighting of buildings or 

structures shall be minimized to reduce light pollution. 

      Street lights which conform to the City of Ionia specifications for street lighting shall be 

installed within the right-of-way along all streets abutting the parcel. The Planning Commission 

may, in its discretion, require these same street lights to be installed on the parcel at locations 

which are close to the street in order to maintain a consistent lighting theme along City streets. 

   (m)   Outside storage areas, including areas for the storage of trash shall conform to the 

regulations contained in Chapter 1060 of these Codified Ordinances. 

   (n)   Maneuvering space for trucks using on-site loading areas shall be provided on-premises 

and shall not necessitate the use of the public right-of-way. 

   (o)   Site plans shall conform to all applicable requirements of County, State and Federal 

statutes, and approval may be conditioned on the applicant receiving necessary County, State 

and Federal permits before final site plan approval or any occupancy permit is granted. 

 

1276.08 CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL. 

 

   (a)   As part of an approval to any site plan approval, the Planning Commission or the 

Community Development DirectorZoning Administrator, as applicable, may impose any 

additional reasonable conditions or limitations as in its judgment may bedeemed necessary tofor 

protection of the public interest. 

   (b)   Any conditions imposed must directly relate to and ensure compliance with the review 

standards outlined in Section 1276.07.Such conditions shall be related to and ensure that the 

review standards of Section 1276.07 are met. 

   (c)   SApproval of a site plan approval, including conditions made as part of the approval, 

shall apply to the property described in the application, regardless of subsequent changes in 

ownership. 
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   (d)   A record of conditions imposed shall be maintained. The conditions shall remain 

unchanged unless an amendment to the site plan is approved in accordance with this Zoning 

Code. 

   (e)   The Planning Commission shall keep an official record of its decisions, including the 

rationale for approval or denial and any conditions imposed. These records shall be documented 

in the Planning Commission’s meeting minutes.A record of the decision of the Planning 

Commission, the reasons for the decision reached and any conditions attached to such decision 

shall be kept as part of the minutes of the Planning Commission. 

   (f)   The Community Development DirectorZoning Administrator may make conduct periodic 

investigations inspections of approved developments to ensure compliance with the site plan 

and its conditions for which site plans have been approved. Non-compliance with the 

requirements and conditions of the approved site plan shall be violations of this Zoning Code. 

Any failure to comply shall be considered a violation of this Zoning Code. 

 

1276.09 VALIDITY OF FINAL SITE PLANS. 

 

   (a)   Final site plan approval is valid for up to one year. If substantial construction has not 

begun and meaningfully progressed toward completion within this period, the approval 

becomes void.Approval of the final site plan is valid for a period of not longer than one year 

unless extended as allowed herein. If actual construction of a substantial portion of the 

improvements included in the approved site plan has not commenced and proceeded 

meaningfully toward completion during that period, the approval of the final site plan shall be 

voided. 

   (b)   The applicant may request a one-time extension by submitting a written application 

before the one-year approval period expires. The Planning Commission may grant an extension 

of up to one additional year if the applicant provides sufficient evidence that construction is 

likely to commence within the extended timeframe.Upon written application, filed prior to the 

termination of the one-year review period, the Planning Commission may authorize a single 

extension of the time limit for approval of a final site plan for a further period of not more than 

one year. Such extension shall only be granted based on evidence from the applicant that there 

is a likelihood of construction commencing within the one-year extension. 

 

1276.10 PERFORMANCE GUARANTEES. 

 

(a) As a condition of approval of a site plan review, the Planning Commission may require 

a performance guarantee to ensure the installation of those features or components of the 

approved activity or construction that are considered necessary to protect the health, 

safety, and welfare of the public and of users or inhabitants of the proposed 

development. Such features or components, hereafter referred to as "improvements," 

may include but shall not be limited to roadways, curbs, landscaping, fences, walls, 

screens, lighting, drainage facilities, sidewalks, driveways, utilities, and similar items. 

(1) Such performance guarantee shall be in a principal amount reasonably estimated 

to enable the City to recover any costs it incurs to complete such work or 

otherwise assure compliance with the requirements, specifications, and 

conditions of such approval should the applicant fail to do so within the time 

specified within the approval. The Zoning Administrator, City Attorney, and the 

applicant shall work together to establish the amount needed to reasonably cover 

the costs of non-performance. The terms of the performance guarantee may, but 

shall not be required to, provide for partial releases of the amount of the 
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guarantee as the requirements, specifications, and conditions imposed with the 

approval are fulfilled. If the applicant disagrees with the City staff as to the 

amount needed to reasonably cover the costs of non-performance, the City shall 

procure an engineer’s cost estimate for determining the amount required. 

(2) The performance guarantee shall be provided before any permits are issued 

pursuant to this Zoning Code or the construction code and the failure of any such 

performance guarantee shall be a basis for revoking any permit granted under 

this Zoning Code. 

(b) Performance guarantees shall be processed in the following manner. 

(1) Prior to the filing of a final site plan, a pre-application conference may be held to 

provide an opportunity for the City staff to inform the applicant of the City's 

requirements regarding performance guarantees. 

(2) Upon filing of the final site plan, the applicant shall prepare an itemized cost 

estimate of the required improvements, which shall then be reviewed by the 

Zoning Administrator. The amount of the performance guarantee shall be 100% 

of the cost of installing the required improvements, plus the cost of necessary 

engineering and a reasonable amount for contingencies. 

(3) The required performance guarantee may be in the form of a cash deposit, 

certified check, irrevocable bank letter of credit, or surety bond acceptable to the 

City. 

(4) Upon receipt of the required performance guarantee, the Zoning Administrator 

shall issue permits and approvals as appropriate for the subject development or 

activity, provided that all other requirements of this Zoning Code have been met. 

(5) The Zoning Administrator, upon written request of the obligor, shall rebate 

portions of the performance guarantee upon a determination that the 

improvements for which the rebate has been requested have been satisfactorily 

completed. The portion of the performance guarantee to be rebated shall be in 

the same amount as stated in the itemized cost estimate for the applicable 

improvement. 

(6) When all of the required improvements have been completed, the obligor shall 

send written notice to the City of the completion of said improvements. 

(7) Thereupon, the Zoning Administrator shall inspect all of the improvements and 

approve, partially approve, or reject the improvements with a statement of the 

reasons for any rejections. If partial approval is granted, the cost of the 

improvements rejected shall be set forth. 

(8) The Zoning Administrator shall notify the obligor in writing of the decision 

within 30 days after receipt of the notice from the obligor of the completion of 

the improvements. Where partial approval is granted, the obligor shall be 

released from liability pursuant to relevant portions of the performance 

guarantee, except for that portion sufficient to secure completion of the 

improvements not yet approved.  

 

(a)(c) A record of authorized performance guarantees shall be maintained by the 

Zoning Administrator or his or her designee. 

(a)  

The Planning Commission may require reasonable performance guarantees in order to assure 

the completion of required improvements. Such performance guarantees may include a 

performance bond, letter of credit or other written guarantees or assurances deemed satisfactory 

in the circumstances and authorized by law. The amount of the performance guarantee shall be 
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determined by the Planning Commission. Such arrangements shall have such sureties or 

guarantors as are satisfactory to the Planning Commission and shall be conditioned upon 

faithful compliance with all of the provisions and requirements of the approved site plan and 

construction and placement of all of the improvements therein. In its discretion, the Planning 

Commission may reduce a proportionate share of the amount specified in a performance bond, 

letter of credit or other written assurance, based upon the percent or other portion of 

improvements completed, as verified by the Planning Commission or appropriate City official. 

Furthermore, the Planning Commission may rebate or refund a proportionate share of a cash 

bond. 

 

1276.11 AMENDMENTS TO APPROVED SITE PLAN. 

 

(a) Notification of Amendments: Any proposed changes to an approved site plan must be 

reported to the Zoning Administrator. 

(b) Minor Changes: Minor amendments that do not significantly alter the site’s design or 

modify conditions set by the Planning Commission may be approved by the Zoning 

Administrator. The Administrator has the discretion to determine whether a change is 

minor but may also refer such requests to the Planning Commission for approval. 

(a)(c) Major Changes: Major amendments that substantially modify the site’s design or 

alter conditions imposed by the Planning Commission must be reviewed and approved 

by the Planning Commission. The determination of whether a change is major rests 

solely with the Zoning Administrator. 

   (a)   A person granted site plan approval shall notify the Community Development Director of 

any proposed amendment to the approved site plan. 

   (b)   A minor change, one that does not substantially change the basic design or alter 

conditions required by the Planning Commission, may be approved by the Community 

Development Director. Determination of a minor change shall rest solely within the discretion 

of the Administrator. The Administrator may, however, refer a minor change to the Planning 

Commission for its approval. 

   (c)   A major change, one that does substantially change the basic design or alter conditions 

required by the Planning Commission, may be approved by the Planning Commission. 

Determination of a major change shall rest solely within the discretion of the Community 

Development Director. 

 

1276.12 EXPANSION OF EXISTING USE, STRUCTURE OR BUILDING. 

 

Recognizing that some existing land uses, buildings, and structures do not conform to current 

zoning regulations, any proposed expansions or modifications requiring site plan review (per 

Section 1276.02) must adhere to the following standards: 

 

(a) Application of Site Development Standards: Existing uses, buildings, or structures 

affected by expansions, enlargements, or increased intensity will be evaluated using the 

site development standards applied during site plan review. These standards will be 

enforced if any of the following conditions are found: 

(1) Stormwater Management: Existing drainage provisions are inadequate to prevent 

runoff contamination or drainage issues on adjacent properties. 

(2) Parking Deficiencies: On-site parking does not meet current zoning 

requirements, or a hard surface parking area is needed to reduce dust and prevent 

gravel or dirt runoff into the public drainage system. 
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(3) Traffic Hazards: Existing driveways create hazardous vehicle movements and 

should be closed or relocated. 

(4) Landscaping and Screening: Additional plantings, replacement of removed 

vegetation, or new screening (fencing or landscaping) is necessary to buffer uses 

or shield stored materials. 

(5) Improved Property Access: Connections between parking lots or installation of 

service drives are needed to enhance traffic circulation or reduce turning 

movements onto public streets. 

(6) Pedestrian and Emergency Access: Enhancements are required to improve 

pedestrian safety or provide better access for emergency vehicles. 

(7) Lighting Issues: Additional light is needed or improved lighting is needed to 

reduce glare or eliminate light pollution affecting drivers or nearby properties. 

(8) Dumpster Screening: Proper screening of dumpsters is necessary to improve site 

appearance and reduce windblown debris. 

(9) Sidewalks: Sidewalks are needed to enhance pedestrian safety or to fill priority 

gaps in the sidewalk system. 

(b) Criteria for Applying Site Plan Standards: When determining how to apply site plan 

review standards to address deficiencies, the Planning Commission will consider: 

(1) Public Benefit: Whether compliance improves safety, protects natural resources, 

enhances traffic circulation, promotes compatible land use, and aligns with the 

goals of site plan review. 

(2) Practicality: The feasibility of implementing zoning requirements based on the 

site’s existing design, layout, and operational constraints. 

(1)(3) Neighborhood Impact: Whether requiring compliance would positively 

or negatively affect the character, safety, and welfare of the surrounding area. 

   (a)   It is recognized that there are existing land uses, buildings, and structures which do not 

conform to the current regulations of this Zoning Code and as such do not achieve the intended 

purposes of this Zoning Code. When additions to these uses, buildings, and structures are made 

so that a site plan review is required per Section 1276.02, the following regulations shall apply. 

   (b)   The site development standards used in reviewing site plans shall be applied to existing 

uses, structures or buildings when they are affected by any expansions, enlargements or 

increases in intensity. These standards shall be applied if it is determined that as a result of such 

expansions, enlargements or increases in intensity, any of the following situations exist: 

      (1)   Existing stormwater drainage provisions on-site are inadequate to protect nearby lakes, 

streams or creeks from runoff contaminants or to prevent drainage onto adjoining properties. 

      (2)   There is insufficient on-site parking to satisfy current Zoning Code requirements and/or 

a hard surface parking area is needed to reduce dust and reduce gravel and dirt runoff into the 

public stormwater drainage system. 

      (3)   Existing driveways may result in hazardous vehicle movements and should be closed 

or relocated. 

      (4)   Additional plantings are needed in order to comply with the intent of the City of Ionia 

landscape regulations or to replace trees and shrubs previously removed, or screening is needed 

in the form of fencing or landscaping to provide a buffer between uses, particularly to screen 

materials stored outside. 

      (5)   Access to adjoining properties is inadequate and can be improved by way of parking lot 

connections or installation of service drives to improve traffic circulation and reduce the 

number of turning movements onto the public street system. 

      (6)   Safety for pedestrians can be improved and better emergency vehicle access can be 

provided. 
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      (7)   Better lighting conditions are needed to reduce or eliminate nuisance lighting situations 

for drivers and nearby properties. 

      (8)   Screening of dumpsters is needed to improve the appearance of a site and reduce the 

likelihood of windblown trash. 

      (9)   Sidewalks are needed to improve pedestrian safety. 

   (c)   In determining how to apply the site plan review standards to address the above 

deficiencies found on a site, the Planning Commission shall be guided by the following criteria: 

      (1)   Whether or not compliance would ensure safer on-site conditions, protect the natural 

environment, improve traffic circulation, achieve compatibility with adjacent land uses, 

promote the use of the land in a socially and economically desirable manner and generally 

accomplish the purposes of site plan review as described in this chapter. 

      (2)   The practicality of requiring compliance with the applicable regulations of this Zoning 

Code based on the existing design, layout, and operation of the existing use and size of the site. 

      (3)   Whether or not requiring compliance would have a negative impact on the character, 

safety, and welfare of the neighborhood or surrounding area. 

 

Section 2. Amendment to Part Twelve, Title Six, Chapter 1289, Section 1289.08. Part 

Twelve, Title Six, Chapter 1289, Section 1289.08 of the Codified Ordinances is hereby 

amended to read in its entirety as follows:  

 

1289.08 APPLICATION AND PROCESSING PROCEDURES. 

 

(a) As required by the Medical Marihuana Facilities Licensing Act, PA 281 of 2016, any 

applicant for a medical marihuana facility license shall provide the City of Ionia 

notification by registered mail informing the City that the applicant has applied for a 

license under the Act. When the City receives the notice, within 90 days the City shall 

provide to the Medical Marihuana Licensing Board a copy of the City of Ionia 

ordinance permitting and regulating medical marihuana facilities, and a description of 

any previous medical marihuana related ordinance violation of the applicant. 

(b) An application for special land use approval for a medical marihuana facility shall be in 

accordance with the application procedures for special land uses as required by Chapter 

1274 of the City of Ionia Zoning Ordinance, including a site plan prepared according to 

the requirements of Chapter 1276. 

(c) A notice for public hearing as required by Section 1274.03(d), and as required by 

Section 1276.05(b) shall be additionally sent to all properties within the distance as 

required for those buffered uses as required by Section 1289.05(c)(1). 

(d) In addition to all application materials as required for a special land use, an application 

for a medical marihuana facility, on a form as approved by the City Council, shall be 

completed and submitted by the applicant. 

(e) The application shall include the following information in addition to any additional 

information as required by the application form for a medical marihuana facility: 

(1) The City of Ionia may request from the applicant a copy of the Entity/Individual 

Prequalification Application Packet for a state medical marihuana facility 

operating license as required to be submitted to the State of Michigan. 

(2) A copy of the proposed Business Plan if requested by the Planning Commission. 

(3) Proof of ownership of the entire premises wherein the medical marihuana 

establishment is to be operated; or written consent from the property owner of 

use of the premises for a medical marihuana facility, and a copy of any lease 

agreement. 



 18 

(4) A description of the security plan for the medical marihuana establishment, 

prepared as required by the Medical Marihuana Facilities Licensing Act, PA 281 

of 2016, M.C.L.A. §§ 333.27101 et seq., as amended, including but not limited 

to any lighting, alarms, barriers, recording or monitoring devices, and security 

guard arrangements proposed for the facility and its premises. Each medical 

marihuana facility shall have a security guard present during business hours, or 

alternative security measures by the Planning Commission as a condition of 

special land use approval. 

(5) A professionally prepared scaled drawing of the floor plan of the medical 

marihuana facility including uses of all floor areas. 

(6) A diagram of any proposed text or graphic materials to be shown on the exterior 

of the proposed medical marihuana facility. 

(7) A location area map showing the distance to all buffered uses as required in 

Section 1289.05(c). Each buffered use shall be labeled on the location area map. 

(8) A waste disposal plan, indicating how all waste products, including marihuana 

that is to be destroyed or is considered waste, will be disposed of and prevented 

from being ingested by humans or animals. In no case shall waste be burned on 

site, or introduced into the sanitary sewer system or stormwater management 

system. 

(9) A signed affidavit that neither the applicant nor any investor with an interest in 

the medical marihuana facility is in default to the City of Ionia for failure to pay 

any property taxes, income taxes, special assessments, fines, fees, or other 

financial obligation to the City of Ionia. 

(10) In the case of an application for a grower license, chemical and pesticide 

storage plan that states the names of the pesticides, herbicides, and any other 

chemicals that will be used in cultivation, and a plan for disposal of unused 

pesticides, herbicides, and chemicals. 

(f) All applications for special land use approval for a medical marihuana facility shall be 

accompanied by an application fee of $5,000. 

(g) All applications for a special land use for a medical marihuana facility shall obtain a 

building permit for any building utilized as a proposed medical marihuana facility, or 

for a change of occupancy for an existing building to be utilized as a proposed 

marihuana facility, from the governmental entity having jurisdiction to approve building 

permits in the City of Ionia under the Stille-DeRossett-Hale single state construction 

code act, PA 230 of 1972. 

(h) Any other information requested by the Planning Commission, the City Council, public 

safety official, or other municipal official in order to complete the review of the 

application. 

 

Section 3. Amendment to Part Twelve, Title Six, Chapter 1290, Section 1290.09. Part 

Twelve, Title Six, Chapter 1290, Section 1290.09 of the Codified Ordinances is hereby 

amended to read in its entirety as follows:  

 

1290.09 APPLICATION AND PROCESSING PROCEDURES. 

 

(b)(a) As required by the Michigan Regulation and Taxation of Marihuana Act, 

M.C.L.A. §§ 333.27951 et seq., as amended (MRTMA) and Rules, the Department shall 

forward a copy of any complete application for a marihuana establishment license to the 

City. The Department shall determine whether the applicant and the premises qualify for 
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a state license, and shall notify the applicant of approval of a license or send the 

applicant notice of rejection within 90 days. 

(c)(b) An application for special land use approval for a marihuana establishment shall 

be in accordance with the application procedures for special land uses as required by 

Chapter 1274 of the City Code, including a site plan prepared according to the 

requirements of Chapter 1276. 

(d)(c) A notice for public hearing as required by Section 1274.03(d), and as required by 

Section 1276.05(b) shall be additionally sent to all properties within the distance as 

required for those buffered uses as required by Section 1290.06(g). 

(e)(d) In addition to all application materials as required for a special land use, an 

application for a marihuana establishment, on a form as approved by the City Council, 

shall be completed and submitted by the applicant. 

(f)(e) The application shall include the following information in addition to any 

additional information as required by the application form for a marihuana 

establishment: 

(1) The City may request from the applicant a copy of the entity/individual 

prequalification application packet for a marihuana establishment operating 

license as required to be submitted to the State of Michigan. 

(2) A copy of the proposed business plan if requested by the Planning Commission. 

(3) Proof of ownership of the entire premises wherein the marihuana establishment 

is to be operated; or written consent from the property owner of use of the 

premises for a marihuana establishment, and a copy of any lease agreement. 

(4) A description of the security plan for the marihuana establishment, prepared as 

required by the Michigan Regulation and Taxation of Marihuana Act, M.C.L.A. 

§§ 333.27951 et seq., as amended (MRTMA) and Rules, including but not 

limited to any lighting, alarms, barriers, recording or monitoring devices, and 

security guard arrangements proposed for the establishment and its premises. 

Each marihuana establishment shall have a security guard present during 

business hours, or alternative security measures approved by the Planning 

Commission as a condition of special land use approval. 

(5) A professionally prepared scaled drawing of the floor plan of the marihuana 

establishment including uses of all floor areas. Locations of all interior and 

exterior security recording devices shall be shown on the floor plan. 

(6) A diagram of any proposed text or graphic materials to be shown on the exterior 

of the proposed marihuana establishment. 

(7) A location area map showing the distance to all buffered uses as required in 

Section 1290.06(g)(1). Each buffered use shall be labeled on the location area 

map. 

(8) A waste disposal plan, indicating how all waste products, including marihuana 

that is to be destroyed or is considered waste, will be disposed of and prevented 

from being ingested by humans or animals. In no case shall waste be burned on 

site, or introduced into the sanitary sewer system or stormwater management 

system. 

(9) A signed affidavit that neither the applicant nor any investor with an interest in 

the marihuana establishment is in default to the City for failure to pay any 

property taxes, income taxes, special assessments, fines, fees, or other financial 

obligation to the City. 

(10) In the case of an application for a grower establishment, a chemical and 

pesticide storage plan that states the names of the pesticides, herbicides, and any 
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other chemicals that will be used in cultivation, and a plan for disposal of unused 

pesticides, herbicides, and chemicals. 

(g)(f) All applications for special land use approval for a marihuana establishment 

shall be accompanied by an application fee of $5,000, or a fee as set by resolution of the 

City Council. 

(h)(g) All applications for a special land use for a marihuana establishment shall obtain 

a building permit for any building utilized as a proposed marihuana establishment, or for 

a change of occupancy for an existing building to be utilized as a proposed marihuana 

establishment, from the governmental entity having jurisdiction to approve building 

permits in the City under the Stille-DeRossett-Hale single state construction code act, 

PA 230 of 1972. 

(i)(h) Any other information requested by the Planning Commission, the City Council, 

or other municipal official in order to complete the review of the application. 

 
Section 4. Severability. Should any portion of this Ordinance be declared to be invalid or unconstitutional 

by a court of competent jurisdiction, such declaration shall not affect any other portion or provision of this 

Ordinance, which shall remain valid and in full force and effect.  

 

Section 5. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall become effective upon the expiration of seven (7) days 

after this Ordinance’s adoption, or a summary thereof, appears in the newspaper as provided by law.  

 

ORDINANCE NO. 594 APPROVED. 

  
 

(V.2.)  Public Hearing to receive comments on Resolution 2025-14 and the Obsolete 
Property Rehabilitation Exemption (OPRE) Certificate application for 322 and 324 W. 
Main Street 
City Manager Garland summarized the Obsolete Property Rehabilitation Exemption (OPRE) 
certificate application received from Artichoke Investments, LLC. 
 
Deputy Mayor Starr opened the public hearing for comments on the OPRE certificate application 
and Resolution 2025-14 at 6:48 PM. 
 
Stephanie Hoffer of 10640 Sayles Road in Lowell provided comments to Council, as the owner of 
322 and 324 W. Main Street. She thanked City Council for the opportunity to be part of the 
community and indicated a goal of starting renovations in October. 
 
Deputy Mayor Starr closed the public hearing at 6:51 PM. 
 
Councilmember Cowling made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Millard, to approve 
Resolution 2025-14, a resolution approving the Obsolete Property Rehabilitation Exemption 
(OPRE) Certificate application for 322 and 324 W. Main Street. 
 
Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Margot Cook, Brenda Cowling, Tim Lee, Tom Millard, Richard Starr, Jeff Winters, Mary 
Patrick 
Nays: None 
Abstentions: None 

MOTION CARRIED 
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Resolution 2025-14 

 

COUNTY OF IONIA, MICHIGAN 

CITY COUNCIL 

 
A RESOLUTION TO APPROVE AN OBSOLETE PROPERTY REHABILITATION 

EXEMPTION CERTIFICATE APPLICATION PA 146 OF 2000 AS AMENDED 

 
At a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Ionia, Michigan, held in the Council 
Chambers, Ionia City Hall, 114 North Kidd Street, Ionia, Michigan, on July 2, 2025, at 6:30 p.m., 
there were: 
 

PRESENT: Margot Cook, Brenda Cowling, Tim Lee, Tom Millard, Richard Starr, Jeff Winters, 
Mary Patrick 
ABSENT: John Milewski and Troy Waterman 

 
The following preamble and resolution were offered by Councilmember Cowling, and supported 
by Councilmember Millard. 
 

Resolution 2025-14 Approving Obsolete Property Rehabilitation Exemption Certificate 
Application for Artichoke Investments, LLC with property located at 322 and 324 W. Main 

Street, Ionia, Michigan 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to PA 146 of 2000, the City of Ionia is a Qualified Local Governmental 
Unit eligible to establish one or more Obsolete Property Rehabilitation Districts; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Ionia legally established the Obsolete Property Rehabilitation District #1 
on April 3, 2001, following a public hearing held on April 3, 2001; and 
 
WHEREAS, the taxable value of the property proposed to be exempt plus the aggregate taxable 
value of property already exempt under Public Act 146 of 2000 and under Public Act 198 of 1974 
(IFT's) does not exceed 5% of the total taxable value of the City of Ionia; and 
     
WHEREAS, the application was approved at a public hearing as provided by section 4(2) of 
Public Act 146 of 2000 on July 2, 2025; and 
 
WHEREAS, Artichoke Investments, LLC is not delinquent in any taxes related to the facility; and 
 
WHEREAS, the application is for obsolete property as defined in section 2(h) of Public Act 146 
of 2000; and 
 
WHEREAS, the applicant, Artichoke Investments, LLC, has provided answers to all required 
items under “Instructions” (a) through (f) of the Application for Obsolete Property Rehabilitation 
Exemption Certification to the City of Ionia; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Ionia requires that rehabilitation of the facility shall be completed by 
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December 31, 2026; and 
 
WHEREAS, the commencement of the rehabilitation of the facility did not occur before the 
establishment of the Obsolete Property Rehabilitation District; and 
 
WHEREAS, the application relates to a rehabilitation program that when completed constitutes a 
rehabilitated facility within the meaning of Public Act 146 of 2000 and that is situated within an 
Obsolete Property Rehabilitation District established in the City of Ionia eligible under Public Act 
146 of 2000 to establish such a district; and 
 
WHEREAS, completion of the rehabilitated facility is calculated to, and will at the time of 
issuance of the certificate, have the reasonable likelihood to increase commercial activity, create 
employment, retain employment, prevent a loss of employment, revitalize urban areas, or increase 
the number of residents in the community in which the facility is situated; and 
 
WHEREAS, the rehabilitation includes improvements aggregating 10% or more of the true cash 
value of the property at commencement of the rehabilitation as provided by section 2(l) of Public 
Act 146 of 2000. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Ionia that 
Artichoke Investments, LLC be and hereby is granted an Obsolete Property Rehabilitation 
Exemption for the real property, excluding land, located in Obsolete Property Rehabilitation 
District #1 at 322 and 324 W. Main Street for a period of 12 years, beginning December 31, 2025, 
and ending December 30, 2037, pursuant to the provisions of PA 146 of 2000, as amended. 
 
RESOLUTION 2025-14 DECLARED ADOPTED. 

  
 

VI. COMMUNICATIONS 
  

 

(VI.1.)  ICEA Annual Report 
Executive Director Ryan Wilson of the Ionia County Economic Alliance (ICEA) presented the 
2024 ICEA Annual Report to City Council. 
 
Councilmember Winters made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Millard, to accept the 2024 
ICEA Annual Report and place it on file. 
 
Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Margot Cook, Brenda Cowling, Tim Lee, Tom Millard, Richard Starr, Jeff Winters, Mary 
Patrick 
Nays: None 
Abstentions: None 

MOTION CARRIED 

  
 

VII. CITY MANAGER'S REPORT 
  

 

(VII.1.)  Introduction and First Reading - Ordinance No. 595 - An ordinance to amend 
Chapters 606, 804, 1020 and 1062 regarding alcoholic beverages 
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Ordinance No. 595 was presented to Council by City Manager Garland. The ordinance proposed 
amendments to various sections of the Ionia Codified Ordinances to align the Code with rules 
regarding alcohol consumption related to the recently approved Discover Ionia Social District. 
 
Councilmember Millard made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Winters, to introduce and 
conduct a first reading of Ordinance No. 595, an ordinance to amend Chapters 606, 804, 1020, and 
1062 regarding alcoholic beverages and to schedule a Public Hearing regarding the proposed 
ordinance for 6:30 PM, Wednesday, August 6, 2025 at Ionia City Hall. 
 
Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Margot Cook, Brenda Cowling, Tim Lee, Tom Millard, Richard Starr, Jeff Winters, Mary 
Patrick 
Nays: None 
Abstentions: None 

MOTION CARRIED 
 

CITY OF IONIA 

IONIA COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

Ordinance No. 595 

 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND PART SIX, CHAPTER 606, SECTION 606.01 

ENTITLED “OPEN CONTAINERS”; PART EIGHT, TITLE TWO, CHAPTER 

804 ENTITLED “SIDEWALK CAFES”; PART TEN, TITLE TWO, CHAPTER 

1020, SECTION 1020.17 ENTITLED “PARADES AND PROMOTIONS; 

CLOSURE OF STREETS”; AND PART TEN, TITLE SIX, CHAPTER 1062, 

SECTION 1062.13 ENTITLED “ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES” OF THE 

CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF IONIA. 

 

THE CITY OF IONIA HEREBY ORDAINS: 

 
Section 1. Amendment of Section 606.01. 

 

That Part Six, Chapter 606, Section 606.01 entitled “Open Containers” of the Codified Ordinances of the 

City of Ionia, is amended to read in its entirety as follows: 

 

606.01 OPEN CONTAINERS. 

 

(a) Transportation or Possession in Vehicles. No person shall transport or possess any alcoholic liquor in 

a container which is open or uncapped, or upon which the seal is broken, within the passenger 

compartment of a vehicle on any street or highway. If the vehicle does not have a trunk or compartment 

separate from the passenger compartment, a container which is open, uncapped, or upon which the seal is 

broken, shall be encased or enclosed. This section shall not apply to any chartered passenger vehicle 

licensed by the Michigan Public Service Commission. 

 

(b) Possession in Other Places. No person shall be inside or outside of a motor vehicle upon any public 

park, grounds or street, or upon any vacant land not owned by such person, in any parking lot, or in any 

non-residential building (other than a bar, tavern or eating establishment which has been duly licensed by 

the State of Michigan for serving alcoholic beverages for consumption on the premises), having in such 

person's possession an open receptacle or container containing any alcoholic beverage, except as follows:. 
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(1c) Special Permit. This section shall not apply to anyAny person who is a participant in an event 

for which a special permit for alcohol possession or consumption has been issued by the City 

Manager, pursuant to Section 1062.07, Section 1020.17, or similar section. A "participant" is a 

person who has been invited to the event for which a special permit for alcohol possession or 

consumption has been issued, is allowed on the property which that is subject to the special permit 

for the purpose of attending the event, or is associated with the individual, club, organization or 

association which that received the special permit. A pParticipant shall not include any person 

who has been asked to leave the event by the club, organization or association which that received 

the special permit; or. 

 

(2) Social District. Any person who possesses or consumes alcoholic beverages within a 

designated area within the boundaries of the City’s established Social District, and such activity 

complies with all applicable provisions of state law, the rules and regulations of the Michigan 

Liquor Control Commission, and the City’s approved Social District Marketing, Management, 

and Maintenance Plan. 

 

Section 2. Amendment of Chapter 804. 

 

That Part Eight, Title Two, Chapter 804 entitled “Sidewalk Cafés” of the Codified Ordinances of the City 

of Ionia, is amended to read in its entirety as follows: 

 

CHAPTER 804 

Sidewalk Cafés 

 

804.01   Definitions. 

804.02   Licensing required. 

804.03   Licensing procedure. 

804.04   General standards. 

804.05   Operating standards. 

804.06   Revocation. 

804.99   Penalty. 

 

804.01 DEFINITIONS. 

 

Unless the context specifically indicates otherwise, the meanings of the terms used in this chapter shall be 

as follows: 

 

(a)   "City manager" shall mean the City Manager of the City or his or her designee. 

 

(b)   "Sidewalk" shall mean the paved surface provided for the exclusive use of pedestrians in the public 

right-of-way and situated between and extending from any building to the curb of any street (excluding 

therefrom any unpaved area). 

 

(c)   "Sidewalk café" shall mean an outdoor dining area located on a public sidewalk that is public through 

an easement, dedication, or right-of-way; that provides wait staff service or counter service; that contains 

readily removable tables and chairs. It is unenclosed by fixed walls and is open to the air, except that it 

may have umbrellas. 
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(d)   "Sidewalk café district" shall mean the area in which a business owner may operate a sidewalk café. 

The district shall consist of Depot Street (Adams Street to Washington Street); Kidd Street (Adams Street 

to Washington Street); Main Street (Dexter Street to Kidd Street); and, Steele Street (Adams Street to 

Washington Street). 

 

(e)   “Social District” shall mean a geographic area designated by the City Council in which multiple 

licensed establishments (e.g., bars, restaurants) with Social District Permits, as required by the Michigan 

Liquor Control Commission, may sell alcoholic beverages in specially marked containers to be consumed 

within a contiguous commons area. 

 

804.02 LICENSING REQUIRED. 

 

No person shall operate a sidewalk café within the City without first obtaining a sidewalk café license and 

satisfying all of the requirements of this chapter. 

 

804.03 LICENSING PROCEDURE. 

 

(a)   The City Manager is authorized to issue a revocable seasonal license to operate a sidewalk café within 

the sidewalk café district, provided the applicant has complied with the standards set forth in this chapter. 

 

(b)   The applicant must hold a valid business license at the time of applying for a sidewalk café license 

and be licensed as a food service establishment in accordance with Public Act 92 of 2000, as amended 

from time to time, and other applicable sState and county food service licensing requirements prior to 

applying for a sidewalk café license.. 

 

(c)   Before issuing a license, the City Manager shall confirm with the City Treasurer and County Treasurer 

that the applicant is up-to-date with all income tax, personal property tax and real property tax payments. 

 

(d)   The seasonal license shall permit operation of a sidewalk café from April 1 up to and including 

October 31 of any calendar year. A license may also be issued for less than a full season or for a stipulated 

number of operating days. 

 

(e)   The fees for a license, if any, shall be those fees set by the City Council by resolution or ordinance 

from time-to-time. If a fee is established, no license shall be issued until all fees have been paid. 

 

(f)   The applicant shall indemnify and hold harmless the City against loss, including costs and expenses, 

resulting from injury to person(s) or property occurring on the premises occupied by the café. The 

applicant shall provide a certificate of insurance as evidence of the required policy to the City, and name 

the City as an additional named insured, in the amount of not less than one million dollars ($1,000,000). 

 

(g)   Application and site plan. 

 

      (1)   No sidewalk café shall be established on public property except in conformance with a site plan 

approved by the City Manager. 

 

      (2)   The application for a sidewalk café license which shall at minimum include the following: 

         A.   Name of the individual and business; 

         B.   Address of the sidewalk occupancy; 
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         C.   Property owner information, if other than applicant (if not the owner, written authorization for 

submitting the application from the property owner is required); 

         D.   Dates and hours of occupancy; 

         E.   Dimensions and area of occupancy (in square feet); 

         F.   Indication if the application is a new application or a renewal. 

 

      (3)   A sidewalk café site plan which shall contain such information as. 

 

(h)   Prior to acting on an application, the City Manager shall solicit the input of the Community 

Development Director, DDA Director, Public Safety Director, Public Works Director and any other City 

staff determined necessary. Upon receivingsoliciting input, the City Manager may approve, approve with 

conditions, refer the application back to the applicant for modification, or deny the request. If the 

application is denied, the applicant may appeal the denial in writing to the City Council within 14 days of 

the denial. 

 

(i)   Sidewalk café licenses may be renewed for additional seasons subject to review by the City Manager. 

 

804.04 GENERAL STANDARDS. 

 

(a)   The sidewalk café shall not reduce the pedestrian travel area of any sidewalk to less than that required 

by the Americans with Disabilities Act. The pedestrian travel area shall not include trees, benches, bushes, 

walls, fire hydrants, tree grates or any other fixture permanently located within the right-of-way. 

 

(b)   The sidewalk café shall not impede on a fire hydrant, utility box, or other public service facility. 

 

(c)   Sidewalk cafés shall only be located adjacent to the establishment with which they are associated. 

 

(d)   Furnishings of a sidewalk café shall be limited solely to umbrellas, chairs, tables and trash containers 

within the permitted area. All objects shall be of quality construction and design to ensure the safety and 

convenience of users and to enhance the visual and aesthetic quality of downtown. No furnishings shall 

be attached to the sidewalk, street trees, light pole or any structure. 

 

(e)   Furniture or other items used in connection with the sidewalk café shall be placed on the sidewalk no 

more than thirty minutes prior to the opening of the business and shall be removed within thirty minutes 

after the closing of the business. 

 

(f)   Signs, banners, flags, pennants, balloons, blow-ups or other similar decorations or advertising devices 

are prohibited. Umbrellas may contain the name of the business or other advertising so long as the product 

being advertised is utilized by the business. 

 

(g)   All food preparation shall be performed inside the business. No outside storage of food is permitted 

including hot or cold buffet tables. 

 

(h)   Sidewalk café areas shall remain clear of litter, food scraps, and soiled dishes at all times. The business 

shall clean the entire area of encroachment and all other adjacent sidewalk areas bye removing debris and 

trash, and sweeping and washing the sidewalk each day. 
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(i)   Operation of a sidewalk café shall not adversely impact adjacent or nearby residential, religious, 

educational or commercial properties, and shall be operated in accordance with all applicable codes and 

regulations. 

 

(j)   Electric powered lights shall not be used for the sidewalk café. The use of tabletop candles is permitted. 

 

(k)   Music, either acoustical or via external building speakers, is permitted but shall be kept at such a level 

so as to not interfere with the activities of neighboring businesses or residences. Music shall also be kept 

at such a level as to comply in all respects with the provisions of other applicable ordinances. 

 

804.05 OPERATING STANDARDS. 

 

(a)   SAll sidewalk cafés shall not begin sales or service before 6:00 a.m. each morning and shall cease 

sales or service by 9:0010:00 p.m. each night. 

 

(b)   Alcohol shall not be sold or consumed at a sidewalk café. Alcohol Sales, Service and Consumption:  

 

(1) A restaurant/bar establishment with a sidewalk café may sell and serve alcohol at a sidewalk café 

if that area is within the scope of the establishment’s Michigan Liquor Control Commission liquor license 

for on-premises sales and consumption. 

 

(2) A restaurant/bar establishment with a sidewalk café that is not within the scope of the 

establishment’s Michigan Liquor Control Commission liquor license for on premises consumption, may 

not sell or serve alcohol at the sidewalk café. However, if such sidewalk café is located within the City’s 

designated Social District, establishments with liquor licenses may sell alcohol from inside the premises 

for customers to remove the alcohol from the premises to be consumed in the Social District’s commons 

area. 

 

(c)   The sidewalk café permit for each business shall be prominently displayed and displayed in a location 

which shall be viewed easilyavailable for inspection by the general public. 

 

(d)   The business shall not serve food or beverage to a patron at a sidewalk café unless that patron is 

seated at a table. "To go" service shall not be covered by this prohibition. 

 

804.06 REVOCATION. 

 

(a)   The City Manager shall be authorized to revoke a sidewalk café license granted per this chapter if the 

City Manager determines that, in his or her reasonable discretion, revocation of the license is in the best 

interests of the general health, safety, and welfare of the city residents or if  with or without just cause or 

explanation upon the recommendation of any of the City departments that participated in the license 

review process makes the same determination and recommends that the City Manager revoke the license. 

The City Manager may also revoke a sidewalk café license or for non-payment of fees or charges owed to 

the City or County. All revocations under this section shall be in writing with the reasons set forth therein 

and issued to the license holder. 

 

(b)   Upon revocation of a license, the licensee shall immediately cease operation or any use of the 

encroachment upon written or oral notice by the City Manager or his or her representative. All furnishings 

and fixtures shall be immediately removed from the sidewalk café. 
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(c)   The licensee may appeal the revocation to the City Council within 14 days of the revocation, however, 

until action is taken by the City Council regarding the appeal the license shall remain revoked. 

 

804.99 PENALTY. 

 

Any person who operates a sidewalk café outside of the sidewalk café district, or any person who operates 

a sidewalk café within the sidewalk café district without a license or who violates any of the standards or 

operating provisions contained in this chapter shall be responsible forguilty of a municipal civil infraction, 

punishable per the provisions of Section 202.99 of these Codified Ordinances. A second violation event 

within the license period shall result in the immediate termination of the license agreement for the 

remainder of the license period. 

 

Section 3. Amendment of Section 1020.17. 

 

That Part Ten, Title Two, Chapter 1020, Section 1020.17 entitled “Parades and Promotions; Closure of 

Streets” of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Ionia, is amended to read in its entirety as follows: 

 

1020.17 PARADES AND PROMOTIONS; CLOSURE OF STREETS. 
 

(a)   Any person, individual, club, organization or association (the “applicant”) seeking to hold a parade 

or other promotional event (the “event”) on any “street,” as that term is defined in this Chapter, shall notify 

the City and receive a permit for such event. The applicant shall provide the necessary information for 

justifying closure of a street or streets with the final action subject to approval by the City Manager. In the 

case of major streets, closure shall be limited and emergency access provided to abutting properties at all 

times. 

 

(b)   In addition to the requirements of Subsection (a), above, an applicant that intendings to allow 

participants to possess or consumethe sale or consumption of alcoholic beverages outside of the City’s 

Social District, during the event, must file an application for a "special permit," as required under Section 

606.01(c), with the Director of Public Safety, and pay an additional application fee at City Hall, as 

established from time to time by the City Council. The application for the special permit must provide the 

followingdesignate, among other information, (1) the expected number of participants, (2) the hours 

during which alcoholic beverages will be served during the event, (3) the hours during which alcoholic 

beverages will be allowed to be possessed or consumed during the event, and (4) the methods used to 

prevent possession or consumption by minors and non-participants. The Director of Public Safety shall 

then submit a recommendation regarding the approval of the application for the special permit to the City 

Manager. Upon receipt of the application and recommendation, the City Manager may approve or deny 

the special permit. No special permit shall be issued for possession or consumption of alcoholic beverages 

having a higher alcoholic content than that of beer or wine. In addition to the application fee, the City 

Manager may require reimbursement for law enforcement and other City services related to the event. The 

method of collecting and calculating this fee shall be described in the special permit. All events approved 

for a special permit under this subsection must comply with all permitting requirements and rules and 

regulations of the Michigan Liquor Control Commission. 

 

If an event does not receive a special permit for alcohol, the possession and consumption of any alcoholic 

beverages must occur within the designated area within the boundaries of the City’s established Social 

District, and such activity must comply with all applicable provisions of state law, the rules and regulations 

of the Michigan Liquor Control Commission, and the City’s approved Social District Marketing, 

Management, and Maintenance Plan. 
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(c)   If an application for a permit or special permit submitted under this section is denied by the City 

Manager, within 14 days of the denial, the applicant may appeal to the City Council, which shall have 

ultimate authority for issuance. 

 

Section 4. Amendment of Section 1062.13. 

 

That Part Ten, Title Six, Chapter 1062, Section 1062.13 entitled “Alcoholic Beverages” of the Codified 

Ordinances of the City of Ionia, is amended to read in its entirety as follows: 

 

1062.13 ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES. 

 

No person shall possess or consume alcoholic beverages in a park at any time, unless he or she is 

a participant in an event for which an individual, or a club, organization or association has 

received a special permit for alcoholic possession or consumption, as described in Section 

1062.07, or similar ordinance. “Participant” is defined in Section 606.01 of this Code of 

Ordinances. 

No person shall possess or consume any alcoholic beverage in a City park, except as follows: 

 

(a) The individual is a “participant,” as defined in Section 606.01, in an event for which an 

individual, or a club, organization or association has received a special permit for alcoholic 

possession or consumption, as permitted in this Code of Ordinances, and such possession or 

consumption complies with all applicable provisions of state law, the rules and regulations of the 

Michigan Liquor Control Commission; or 

 

(b) When the possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages occurs within a designated area 

of a City park that lies within the boundaries of the City’s established Social District, and such 

activity complies with all applicable provisions of state law, the rules and regulations of the 

Michigan Liquor Control Commission, and the City’s approved Social District Marketing, 

Management, and Maintenance Plan. 

 
Section 5. Repealer 

 

That all ordinances and parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are repealed to the extent of such conflict. 

 

Section 6. Severability. 

Should any section, portion or part of this Ordinance be declared to be invalid by a court of competent 

jurisdiction, such declaration does not void or render inoperable any other part of this Ordinance. 

 

Section 7. Publication and Effective Date 

The City Clerk shall cause a notice of adoption of this ordinance to be published. This ordinance shall take 

effect immediately upon publication of a summary thereof as permitted by law, along with the date of its 

adoption, in the Daily News, a newspaper of general circulation in the City. 

  
 

(VII.2.)  ICEA Partnership - Resolution 2025-17 
Councilmember Cowling made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Winters, to approve 
Resolution 2025-17, authorizing a $10,000 contribution to Ionia County Economic Alliance in 
exchange for economic development services. It was indicated that funds for this expenditure were 
available in account 101-101.000-861.000. 
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Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Margot Cook, Brenda Cowling, Tim Lee, Tom Millard, Richard Starr, Jeff Winters, Mary 
Patrick 
Nays: None 
Abstentions: None 

MOTION CARRIED 
 

Resolution 2025-17 

 

COUNTY OF IONIA, MICHIGAN 

CITY COUNCIL 

 
A RESOLUTION TO APPROVE PARTNERSHIP WITH THE IONIA COUNTY 

ECONOMIC ALLIANCE, A NONPROFIT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
ORGANIZATION, IN CONSIDERATION OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

SERVICES AND OTHER VALUE AND BENEFITS TO BE RECEIVED BY THE 
CITY 

 
At a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Ionia, held at the Ionia City Hall, 114 North 
Kidd Street, Ionia, Michigan, on the 2nd day of July, 2025, at 6:30 p.m. 
 

PRESENT: Margot Cook, Brenda Cowling, Tim Lee, Tom Millard, Richard Starr, Jeff Winters, 
Mary Patrick 
ABSENT: John Milewski and Troy Waterman 

 
The following resolution was offered by Councilmember Cowling and seconded by 
Councilmember Winters. 
 
WHEREAS, the City desires to confirm its partnership with the Ionia County Economic Alliance, 
the State-recognized economic development organization for Ionia County; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City has been asked to remit $10,000 for services to be received in FY 2025-2026; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, in consideration of the City’s contribution, the Ionia County Economic Alliance shall 
provide various services to and for the City relating to economic development, all of which will 
provide valuable benefit to the City in its performance of important governmental functions, 
including land use planning and zoning, analysis of anticipated property tax base and other City 
responsibilities; now 
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 

1. The City Council approves and confirms the City’s pledge of $10,000 to the Ionia County 
Economic Alliance, payable in one installment during FY2025-2026 upon the terms and 
subject to the conditions of this resolution. 
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2. In consideration of the above-stated pledge, and the fulfillment thereof, the Ionia County 
Economic Alliance shall provide continuing services to the City with respect to economic 
development, including but not limited to, submission of the organization’s annual report; 
other materials on its economic development activities, such as reports and studies that are 
furnished to its members and other written materials and information useful to the City in 
its governmental functions associated with economic development, including land use 
planning; future City needs with respect to residential land uses and commercial and other 
development; prediction of future City property tax base and the like.  The Ionia County 
Economic Alliance shall also assist the City, if possible, with other economic development 
services when reasonably requested. 

3. The City’s pledge and payment thereunder shall be conditional upon the above-stated 
benefits and services to be received from the Ionia County Economic Alliance.  

4. The City Manager shall act for the City Council in the implementation of this resolution, 
together with other appropriate City officers and staff members. 

RESOLUTION 2025-17 DECLARED ADOPTED. 

  
 

(VII.3.)  Discover Ionia Social District - Individual Business Permit Applications 
City Manager Garland informed Council that notice had been received from the Michigan Liquor 
Control Commission (MLCC) approving the creation of the Discover Ionia Social District. She 
explained that one of the next steps is for qualified businesses to submit Social District Permit 
applications, and that MLCC requires the City to approve all applications before they are submitted 
to MLCC for final approval. Five applications were presented to Council for review and approval. 
 
Councilmember Lee made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Cook, to approve Resolution 
2025-18, a Resolution to Grant City of Ionia Approval for a Discover Ionia Social District Permit 
on behalf of El Mariachi Mexican Grill LLC. 
 
Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Margot Cook, Brenda Cowling, Tim Lee, Tom Millard, Richard Starr, Jeff Winters, Mary 
Patrick 
Nays: None 
Abstentions: None 

MOTION CARRIED 
 

Resolution 2025-18 

 

COUNTY OF IONIA, MICHIGAN 

CITY COUNCIL 

 
A RESOLUTION TO APPROVE A SOCIAL DISTRICT PERMIT 

 
At a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Ionia, held at the Ionia City Hall, 114 North 
Kidd Street, Ionia, Michigan, on the 2nd day of July 2025 at 6:30 PM; 
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PRESENT: Margot Cook, Brenda Cowling, Tim Lee, Tom Millard, Richard Starr, Jeff Winters, 
and Mary Patrick 
ABSENT: John Milewski and Troy Waterman 

 
The following Resolution was offered for adoption by City Councilmember Lee and was seconded 
by City Councilmember Cook: 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Ionia has established the Discover Ionia Social District, which has also 
received approval by the Michigan Liquor Control Commission; and 
 
WHEREAS, to participate in the sale of alcoholic beverages within the commons area of the 
District, qualified businesses are required to individually apply for a Social District Permit; and 
 
WHEREAS, a Social District Permit has been received from El Mariachi Mexican Grill LLC, 
located at 412 W. Main Street, Ionia, Michigan, which is contiguous to the Discover Ionia Social 
District commons area, and has subsequently been reviewed and found to be administratively 
complete. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 

1. The application from El Mariachi Mexican Grill LLC is approved by the Ionia City Council 
for consideration for approval by the Michigan Liquor Control Commission. 

2. If not recommended, the stated reason is as follows: _____________________________. 
3. All prior resolutions and parts of resolutions in conflict herewith are, to the extent of such 

conflict, hereby repealed. 
4. This Resolution shall take effect immediately. 

RESOLUTION 2025-18 DECLARED ADOPTED. 
 
Councilmember Cowling made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Millard, to approve 
Resolution 2025-19, a Resolution to Grant City of Ionia Approval for a Discover Ionia Social 
District Permit on behalf of RYAM 2, LLC (DBA: Steele Street Hall). 
 
Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Margot Cook, Brenda Cowling, Tim Lee, Tom Millard, Richard Starr, Jeff Winters, Mary 
Patrick 
Nays: None 
Abstentions: None 

MOTION CARRIED 
 

Resolution 2025-19 

 

COUNTY OF IONIA, MICHIGAN 

CITY COUNCIL 

 
A RESOLUTION TO APPROVE A SOCIAL DISTRICT PERMIT 
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At a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Ionia, held at the Ionia City Hall, 114 North 
Kidd Street, Ionia, Michigan, on the 2nd day of July 2025 at 6:30 PM; 
 

PRESENT: Margot Cook, Brenda Cowling, Tim Lee, Tom Millard, Richard Starr, Jeff Winters, 
and Mary Patrick 
ABSENT: John Milewski and Troy Waterman 

 
The following Resolution was offered for adoption by City Councilmember Cowling and was 
seconded by City Councilmember Millard: 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Ionia has established the Discover Ionia Social District, which has also 
received approval by the Michigan Liquor Control Commission; and 
 
WHEREAS, to participate in the sale of alcoholic beverages within the commons area of the 
District, qualified businesses are required to individually apply for a Social District Permit; and 
 
WHEREAS, a Social District Permit has been received from RYAM 2, LLC (DBA: Steele Street 
Hall), located at 115 S. Steele Street, Ionia, Michigan, which is contiguous to the Discover Ionia 
Social District commons area, and has subsequently been reviewed and found to be 
administratively complete. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT:  

1. The application from RYAM 2, LLC (DBA: Steele Street Hall) is approved by the Ionia 
City Council for consideration for approval by the Michigan Liquor Control Commission.  

2. If not recommended, the stated reason is as follows: _____________________________. 
3. All prior resolutions and parts of resolutions in conflict herewith are, to the extent of such 

conflict, hereby repealed. 
4. This Resolution shall take effect immediately. 

RESOLUTION 2025-19 DECLARED ADOPTED. 
 
Councilmember Cowling made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Millard, to approve 
Resolution 2025-20, a Resolution to Grant City of Ionia Approval for a Discover Ionia Social 
District Permit on behalf of The Sanford Beverage Company, Inc. (DBA: Steele Street Brewing). 
 
Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Margot Cook, Brenda Cowling, Tim Lee, Tom Millard, Richard Starr, Jeff Winters, Mary 
Patrick 
Nays: None 
Abstentions: None 

MOTION CARRIED 
 

Resolution 2025-20 

 

COUNTY OF IONIA, MICHIGAN 
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CITY COUNCIL 

 
A RESOLUTION TO APPROVE A SOCIAL DISTRICT PERMIT 

 
At a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Ionia, held at the Ionia City Hall, 114 North 
Kidd Street, Ionia, Michigan, on the 2nd day of July 2025 at 6:30 PM; 
 

PRESENT: Margot Cook, Brenda Cowling, Tim Lee, Tom Millard, Richard Starr, Jeff Winters, 
and Mary Patrick 
ABSENT: John Milewski and Troy Waterman 

 
The following Resolution was offered for adoption by City Councilmember Cowling and was 
seconded by City Councilmember Millard: 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Ionia has established the Discover Ionia Social District, which has also 
received approval by the Michigan Liquor Control Commission; and 
 
WHEREAS, to participate in the sale of alcoholic beverages within the commons area of the 
District, qualified businesses are required to individually apply for a Social District Permit; and 
 
WHEREAS, a Social District Permit has been received from The Sanford Beverage Company, 
Inc. (DBA: Steele Street Brewing), located at 300 S. Steele Street, Ionia, Michigan, which is 
contiguous to the Discover Ionia Social District commons area, and has subsequently been 
reviewed and found to be administratively complete. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT:  

1. The application from The Sanford Beverage Company, Inc. (DBA: Steele Street Brewing) is 
approved by the Ionia City Council for consideration for approval by the Michigan Liquor 
Control Commission.  

2. If not recommended, the stated reason is as follows: _____________________________. 
3. All prior resolutions and parts of resolutions in conflict herewith are, to the extent of such 

conflict, hereby repealed. 
4. This Resolution shall take effect immediately. 

RESOLUTION 2025-20 DECLARED ADOPTED. 
 
Councilmember Winters made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Lee, to approve Resolution 
2025-21, a Resolution to Grant City of Ionia Approval for a Discover Ionia Social District Permit 
on behalf of Olivera’s, LLC. 
 
Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Margot Cook, Brenda Cowling, Tim Lee, Tom Millard, Richard Starr, Jeff Winters, Mary 
Patrick 
Nays: None 
Abstentions: None 

MOTION CARRIED 
 

Resolution 2025-21 
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COUNTY OF IONIA, MICHIGAN 

CITY COUNCIL 

 
A RESOLUTION TO APPROVE A SOCIAL DISTRICT PERMIT 

 
At a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Ionia, held at the Ionia City Hall, 114 North 
Kidd Street, Ionia, Michigan, on the 2nd day of July 2025 at 6:30 PM; 
 

PRESENT: Margot Cook, Brenda Cowling, Tim Lee, Tom Millard, Richard Starr, Jeff Winters, 
and Mary Patrick 
ABSENT: John Milewski and Troy Waterman 

 
The following Resolution was offered for adoption by City Councilmember Winters and was 
seconded by City Councilmember Lee: 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Ionia has established the Discover Ionia Social District, which has also 
received approval by the Michigan Liquor Control Commission; and 
 
WHEREAS, to participate in the sale of alcoholic beverages within the commons area of the 
District, qualified businesses are required to individually apply for a Social District Permit; and 
 
WHEREAS, a Social District Permit has been received from Olivera’s, LLC, located at 390 S. 
Dexter Street, Ionia, Michigan, which is contiguous to the Discover Ionia Social District commons 
area, and has subsequently been reviewed and found to be administratively complete. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT:  

1. The application from Olivera’s, LLC is approved by the Ionia City Council for 
consideration for approval by the Michigan Liquor Control Commission.  

2. If not recommended, the stated reason is as follows: _____________________________. 
3. All prior resolutions and parts of resolutions in conflict herewith are, to the extent of such 

conflict, hereby repealed. 
4. This Resolution shall take effect immediately. 

RESOLUTION 2025-21 DECLARED ADOPTED. 
 
Councilmember Cowling made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Winters, to approve 
Resolution 2025-22, a Resolution to Grant City of Ionia Approval for a Discover Ionia Social 
District Permit on behalf of Devine Enterprises, Inc. (DBA: Brick House Tavern). 
 
Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Margot Cook, Brenda Cowling, Tim Lee, Tom Millard, Richard Starr, Jeff Winters, Mary 
Patrick 
Nays: None 
Abstentions: None 
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MOTION CARRIED 
 

Resolution 2025-22 

 

COUNTY OF IONIA, MICHIGAN 

CITY COUNCIL 

 
A RESOLUTION TO APPROVE A SOCIAL DISTRICT PERMIT 

 
At a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Ionia, held at the Ionia City Hall, 114 North 
Kidd Street, Ionia, Michigan, on the 2nd day of July 2025 at 6:30 PM; 
 

PRESENT: Margot Cook, Brenda Cowling, Tim Lee, Tom Millard, Richard Starr, Jeff Winters, 
and Mary Patrick 
ABSENT: John Milewski and Troy Waterman 

 
The following Resolution was offered for adoption by City Councilmember Cowling and was 
seconded by City Councilmember Winters: 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Ionia has established the Discover Ionia Social District, which has also 
received approval by the Michigan Liquor Control Commission; and 
 
WHEREAS, to participate in the sale of alcoholic beverages within the commons area of the 
District, qualified businesses are required to individually apply for a Social District Permit; and 
 
WHEREAS, a Social District Permit has been received from Devine Enterprises, Inc. (DBA: 
Brick House Tavern), located at 314 W. Main Street, Ionia, Michigan, which is contiguous to the 
Discover Ionia Social District commons area, and has subsequently been reviewed and found to be 
administratively complete. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT:  

1. The application from Devine Enterprises, Inc. (DBA: Brick House Tavern) is approved by 
the Ionia City Council for consideration for approval by the Michigan Liquor Control 
Commission.  

2. If not recommended, the stated reason is as follows: _____________________________. 
3. All prior resolutions and parts of resolutions in conflict herewith are, to the extent of such 

conflict, hereby repealed. 
4. This Resolution shall take effect immediately. 

RESOLUTION 2025-22 DECLARED ADOPTED. 

  
 

(VII.4.)  Policy Update: 2-005 Utilities - Water, Sanitary, Storm, Cable, Phone, Electric 
City Manager Garland presented updates to Policy 2-005 in the City of Ionia General Policy 
Manual clarifying the City's and Contractor/Owner's responsibilities when connecting to the City's 
water, sanitary sewer, or storm sewer infrastructure. 
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Councilmember Winters made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Lee, to approve the updated 
Policy 2-005: Utilities - Water, Sanitary, Storm, Cable, Phone, Electric. 
 
Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Margot Cook, Brenda Cowling, Tim Lee, Tom Millard, Richard Starr, Jeff Winters, Mary 
Patrick 
Nays: None 
Abstentions: None 

MOTION CARRIED 

  
 

(VII.5.)  Policy Update: 2-011 Oak Hill Cemetery Operations 
City Manager Garland presented updates to Policy 2-011 in the City of Ionia General Policy 
Manual to add Riverside Cemetery to the policy because of the impending donation of the 
cemetery to the City. 
 
Councilmember Winters made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Lee, to approve the 
amended Policy 2-011: Oak Hill and Riverside Cemetery Operations, as presented. 
 
Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Margot Cook, Brenda Cowling, Tim Lee, Tom Millard, Richard Starr, Jeff Winters, Mary 
Patrick 
Nays: None 
Abstentions: None 

MOTION CARRIED 

  
 

(VII.6.)  Bid Award - Lincoln Water Tower Painting Project 
Councilmember Cook made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Millard, to approve the bid 
from Fedewa Inc. of Hastings, Michigan to repaint the Lincoln Avenue water tower with logo 
reapplication for $36,000. It was indicated that funds were budgeted for this purchase in the Water 
Fund, 591-560.000-980.000 Capital Projects. 
 
Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Margot Cook, Brenda Cowling, Tim Lee, Tom Millard, Richard Starr, Jeff Winters, Mary 
Patrick 
Nays: None 
Abstentions: None 

MOTION CARRIED 

  
 

(VII.7.)  Michigan Municipal League Membership Renewal (July 1, 2025 - June 30, 2026) 
Councilmember Winters made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Patrick, to continue the 
City's membership in the Michigan Municipal League for the period July 1, 2025 – June 30, 2026. It 
was indicated that funds were available for this membership purchase in 101-101.000-861.000. 
 
Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Margot Cook, Brenda Cowling, Tim Lee, Tom Millard, Richard Starr, Jeff Winters, Mary 
Patrick 
Nays: None 
Abstentions: None 
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MOTION CARRIED 

  
 

(VII.8.)  Emergency Purchase - WWTP Generator Repairs 
City Manager Garland described a recent emergency purchase of parts for a generator at the IRUA 
Waste Water Treatment Plant due to lead time prior to delivery and the generator's essential nature. 
 
Councilmember Millard made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Winters, to accept the 
detailed report provided for the emergency purchase of $43,247.33 made to the IRUA Waste Water 
Treatment Plant generator. It was indicated that funds for this purchase were budgeted in the 
IRUA Fund, 598-563.000-801.000. 
 
Roll Call Vote: 

Ayes:  Margot Cook, Brenda Cowling, Tim Lee, Tom Millard, Richard Starr, Jeff Winters, Mary 
Patrick 
Nays: None 
Abstentions: None 

MOTION CARRIED 

  
 

VIII. APPOINTMENTS 
None. 
  

 

IX. CITY DEPARTMENT REPORTS AND MINUTES FROM BOARDS AND 
COMMISSIONS 
  

 

(IX.1.)  Accounts Payable 
July 10 - Councilmember Millard and/or Councilmember Cowling 
July 24 - Councilmember Starr and/or Councilmember Lee 
  

 

(IX.2.)  June Reports & Minutes 
Written department reports and minutes from various City boards and commissions were provided 
to Council. 

  
 

X. GOOD OF THE ORDER/ CITY COUNCILMEMBER COMMENTS 
City Clerk Bowman: (1) Reminded everyone about the new online agenda software; (2) Indicated 
that work has been done to verify that voter registration within the City aligns with the City's 
Election Ward Map; (3) Provided clarification on the consumption rules for the Discover Ionia 
Social District. 
City Manager Garland: (1) Promoted the City's official Facebook page; (2) Publicized the July 9 
concert at the Ionia Theatre; (3) Announced the July 29 ribbon cutting for Hale Park. 
Tom Millard: (1) Commended the street project communication; (2) Noted excitement for I-Go; 
(3) Mentioned success of fireworks display even though it rained; (4) Commented on the use of the 
pavilion at the Fairgrounds for Uncle Sam Jam; (5) Reminded everyone of the Free Fair Parade 
scheduled for July 12; (6) Wished a Happy Independence Day to everyone. 
Brenda Cowling: (1) Announced "Field of Dreams" as the next free movie at the Ionia Theatre; 
(2) Indicated feelings of anticipation for the Fair. 
Mary Patrick: (1) Thanked everyone for the warm welcome to City Council; (2) Commented 
about looking forward to the Discover Ionia Social District. 
Deputy Mayor Richard Starr: (1) Thanked Mary for stepping up to serve on Council; (2) 
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Reminded everyone that the Ionia Free Fair will run July 10-19; (3) Highlighted the upcoming Fair 
parade and 5K; (4) Provided an additional reminder for the Hale Park ribbon cutting and grand 
opening scheduled for July 29. 
  

 

XI. CLOSED SESSION 
None. 
  

 

XII. ADJOURNMENT 
Councilmember Millard made a motion, seconded by Councilmember Cowling, to adjourn. 
MOTION CARRIED BY VOICE VOTE. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 PM. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Jonathan T. Bowman 
Ionia City Clerk 
  

 

  

 

 


